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Here are a few I thought of over the years: I don’t want to leave my kids or our new granddaughter or our puppy, I
don’t want to become ill on the trip (I have had kidney stones days before the bus left), I don’t have time with all the
projects I am in the middle of, I am not a teacher, and I don’t know enough to teach kids about the Bible. As you can
see, my list of “reasons” goes on and on.  

A month before our team heads up north, I get hit the hardest. My mind is filled with doubts and insecurities
about whether I should go. The very first year I told my husband (who had gone on the trip before) that I should stay
home and gave him my infinite list of “reasons” why I couldn’t go. In particular, I didn’t want to leave our two
daughters. I was extremely torn up about it.

This is what my husband said to me. I will never forget it. He firmly looked at me and stated, “You have all year to love
and mother our kids. The kids up there need you to come to love and mother them for a week.”

That hit me hard. Let’s be honest. I was acting selfish and fearful. I wanted to stay home where I was comfortable and
knew what would happen each day. Then I recognized it is only one week. Come on! If I can’t trust God completely
for one week, how then can I trust God with my own daily life here at home?

We Do Not Have to FEAR
Please share this devotion from LAMP with the women in your group.

Please continue reading on the next page...

his year will be my seventh
summer serving with LAMP
in northern Canada. I would

like to tell you it is easy for me to
decide to go every year on a
mission to teach Vacation Bible
School, but it is not. I can come up
with a long list of excuses why I
cannot go. To me they are not
excuses; they are valid “reasons”!
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
— Matthew 28:19-20

I am confident that if we were honest, we could all admit to having struggled at times with doubt. If God has
a plan (and believe me, He does) and He wants me/us to share that Jesus is our Lord and Savior, then why would I ever
not think about going? Personally, it is doubt – I am not good enough, I don’t know the right words to say, I am not a
leader. Satan wants me and you to believe that. He doesn’t want me or any members of our group to share the Gospel. 

If I don’t go, is the mission going to fail? No. God’s plan is bigger than me. Ephesians 6:10-20 tells me/us
how to fight those doubts: be in God’s word and pray for His help. 

I will never be perfect. I will never know all the right words to say. Thankfully though, God can still use me
and has. He has shown many times how He can use His people for His purpose. He is strong when I am weak. 

I am grateful to be going up North again this summer. If I had let my fears dictate my life, I would have never
had the opportunity to be a part of a LAMP missional team in Cross Lake, Manitoba and share Jesus’ love with others
who desperately need to know Him. With God’s help I will be obedient when He calls! (Ref. Isaiah 6:8)

Questions for Reflection:
• Are you prepared for God to do in you all that He created you/us for?

What is holding you back?

• What areas do you need to be “stretched”, grow and develop? 

• Where are there strategic opportunities to serve using your gifts
and talents?

A few scripture verses to remind us to not fear
because God is in control:
Jeremiah 17:7, John 14:1, Isaiah 41:10, Ps 56:3, Philippians 4:6-7,
2 Timothy 1:7, Ps 94:19, Joshua 1:9,  Matthew 6:34, 1 Peter 5:6-7,
Psalm 34:4, Mark 5:36, Proverbs 3:5-6

Footnote: Stacie has been serving 7 years with LAMP in Cross
Lake, MB. She has 3 children with her husband B.J. Since they run their
own business, the family chooses to serve in this capacity instead of
taking a family vacation. Being away for 10 days is a stretch! They are
members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Billings, MT.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for giving us strength
and courage when we are full of
doubt. Help us bring our doubts
to Jesus and fight the evil one that
doesn’t want Your love shared.
We are so grateful You have a plan
for us. Guide us every day to follow
Your will for our lives. Help us trust
you and grow closer to you. In Jesus’
precious name we pray. Amen 
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I was reminded of the need to read and
TRUST IN GOD’S WORD:
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