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Coming to a theatre near you!
by Judi Luckhardt, Volunteer Missionary

“But more than anything else, 
put God’s work first and do 

what He wants. Then the other 
things will be yours as well.”  

Matthew 6:33 CEV

Judi Luckhardt and friend make 
Christmas crafts.VOLUME 49 NO. 1

SPRING 2017
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When I look back on our 
first Christmas Bible 
Camp in Hall Lake, 
Saskatchewan, I believe it 

has the makings for a Blockbuster movie. 
It was filled with action, drama, mystery, 
suspense, intrigue plus a 
great love story… all in 
one. Now tell me, who 
but God could produce 
something so grand? 

God planted a seed 
in my head to forego our 
annual winter clothing 
gift-away trip until Christmas break. So I 
contacted the community. They were very 
eager and welcomed the idea of a three-
day Christmas Bible Camp.

How long could we stay? Could we 
judge the Christmas lighting contest? 
What about New Year’s Eve? How could 
they help? Then, “You have to come!!!”

Afraid I was biting off more than my 
husband Brian and I could handle, I 
contacted LAMP. The prayers began. It 
didn’t take long for God to provide three 
more amazing people to join us on His 
mission. 

At such a busy time of the year, we had 
little time to discuss the program I found 
and shared. I likened it to a potluck 
where everyone brings what they think 
we need, and we’d put it all together 
trusting God would show us what to do.  

December 27 arrived. Prayers for 
good weather had been answered. Then a 

message from a team member on his way to 
the dentist instead of our meeting point.

Plan B into action! They would meet us 
up there. But…it was their first time; they’d 
be travelling at night, no road signs, and no 
cell service.

Between a flat tire that 
couldn’t be fixed, a tow truck 
that couldn’t tow our truck, 
the trailer, and take three 
passengers, it was one thing 
after another. However, God 
kept clearing the path. Six 
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hours later, we were on 
the road again. Bruce and 
Catherine, finished at the 
dentist, caught up to us…
the mysterious hand of 
God in control.  

The love story follows. 
Our program focus was 
dedicated to the birth of 
Jesus. Decorations were 
still up, and Christmas 
was fresh in their minds. 
Included in our “potluck”  just 
“happened” to be costumes for 
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels, 
wise men, and King Herod. 
Incredible!

Each day we read the story 
from the Bible, not once but 
twice. Only the second time, the 
kids acted out their character. 
Mary and Joseph kneeled beside 
a makeshift manger, looking 
lovingly at baby Jesus, little 
angels hovered over them while 
shepherds trembled in fear, and 
wise men crashed into each 
other trying to follow the star. It 
was pure joy to see the message 
come alive.

It was a busy time, there is 
no doubt. The clothing gift-away 
was well-attended as hundreds 
of locals filled the school gym to 
choose warm winter wear. This 
time has also become a social 
event when old friends stop by 
for a visit, a hug, a cup of coffee 
or a little of all three. 

The Knotty Sisters, a 
women’s group, delved into 
the story of Ruth and Naomi. 
We spoke of friendship, loyalty 
and love. As usual, our evening 
ended with crafts that went late 
into the night with everyone 
reluctant to leave.

Chauffeured through 
three communities 
with the difficult task 
of judging “Christmas 
lights” reminded us of the 
isolation that exists in the 
far North as we travelled 
unlit roads between houses 
and communities.  

On New Year’s Eve 
came bone-chilling 
winds and no available 
community transportation. 

We weren’t sure how many 
would be able to come. One 
by one, children and families 
trickled in with huge smiles on 
their frozen faces.

Games, crafts, karaoke, a 
hand-made sock monkey gift, 
and plenty of food. When it 
seemed like it couldn’t get any 
better, one of the women from 
the community arrived with a 
giant birthday cake for Jesus she 
had baked. It was a great end to 
the old year and promise of the 
New Year ahead. We are truly 
blessed to be chosen to join Jesus 
in this most amazing ministry. 

Christmas crafts with the Knotty Sisters (see photo page one, warm gift-aways, sock monkeys and acting out the Christmas story, this 
Christmas had them all.

A birthday cake for Jesus

continued from page one
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Why are you here 
in January of all 
times!?!”  This 
was a question 

we heard repeatedly from our 
friends in Cross Lake as we spent 
four days in January with them. 

Below is a trip summary with 
a few photos and highlights. 
It certainly does not capture 
all that God is doing in that 
place. While there are still 
plenty of struggles, it seems the 
community is in a much better 
mindset than this time last year. 
Kids are in classes, things are 
calm, and we saw a whole lot of 
smiles on the kids and teachers.

We arrived in Cross Lake 
around 1:30 am on January 
6. After some sleep, we spent 
time at the two local schools. 
The Cross Lake elementary and 
high schools swapped campuses 
this past summer, creating lots 
of chaos and tension. It has 
been a difficult year for the 
administration and teachers.

We also had the opportunity 

to sit and talk with Band Chief, 
Cathy Merrick. She thanked us 
for our ongoing work in their 
midst and was excited to share 
news that funding for a hospital 
in Cross Lake has been approved 
and construction will begin 
soon. This will be a significant 
boost to the community as 
currently they must travel 
extensive distances for almost 
any type of medical care.  

The weekend was filled with 
great connections. Each evening 
we had a three-hour open-gym 
time for local kids, 
at which we handed 
out care packages 
(shoeboxes filled with 
fun goodies, hygiene 
items, Christmas Story 
booklets, and hand-
written notes). We 
pulled a U-Haul trailer 
from Billings, Montana, 
USA to Cross Lake, 
Manitoba, filled with 
215 boxes packed and 
donated by people in 

our church and school. While 
excited about the toys and games 
in the boxes, many children 
were particularly moved by 
the personalized notes and 
Christmas story booklets. We 
could tell that these gifts really 
lifted their spirits.

We were able to visit a family 
whose house burned down 
recently. Ten boxes (clothes, 
pillows, hand-made quilts, etc.) 
had been donated by members of 
Trinity.  The family was in tears 

Why are you here?
  by Jonathan Boll, Volunteer Missionary

continued next page
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A number of mission 
teams and staff 
missionaries are 
providing ministry 

in communities throughout 
the year. Pastor Pilot Dennis 
Ouellette and the team for 
Shamattawa, Manitoba just 
returned from a visit (Feb. 
12-15). Visits to Pikwitonei, 
Lac Brochet, Sucker River, and 
Sachigo Lake are also in the 
works.

Your prayers 
for safe travels, 
for opportunities 
to proclaim the 
Gospel and love 
of Jesus Christ, 
as well as provide 
encouragement 
and support to the 
strong relationships 
developed within 
those communities 
are welcomed.

More winter visits in the works!

and asked us to pray over them 
before we left.

God’s Word continues to go 
forth in Cross Lake! Christian 
Brothers Automotive in Billings 
donated Bibles for us to hand 
out. It’s amazing to see how 
eager people are to receive a 
Bible in this community – even 
seeking us out to ask if we had 
Bibles with us. In the past two 
years, we have given out nearly 
1,000 Bibles in Cross Lake!

In addition, council 
members asked us to pray at 
the high school, where lately 
there had been some strange, 
unexplained activity. It was a 
joy to pray over this place and 
ask for God’s protection on the 
students and staff.  

During the summer, we 
have programs scheduled all-
day, every day, and the people 
come to us. One of the greatest 
blessings of this trip was to 

have the time to go to them, to 
sit with them, and to listen to 
them. We were able to become 
a part of their lives for a few 
days. Whether through sharing 
a meal, cheering on the local 
hockey team, or checking the 
fishing nets on the ice together 

– we were able to care for our 
friends and share Jesus with 
them.

“Why are you here in January, 
of all times!?!” Being in Cross 
Lake in January made people 
question our intelligence, but 
they never doubted our love. 
Thank you for making this 
ministry possible.

Why are you here, continued



We didn’t know 
what to expect as 
we had never held 
VBS in January 

in Grand Rapids, Manitoba. We 
brought hundreds of donated 
winter outer garments and boots. 
They were left with the school 
principal to give to the kids who 
most needed them. We handed 
out youth NIV version Bibles that 
had cool photos, sidebars, and a 
nice leatherette cover. The junior 
and senior high girls were later 
seen clutching their new Bibles to 
their chests. 

Our VBS theme was “Wise 
Men Search For Jesus.” The craft 

was a picture frame with an 
outline of Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
in the manger. Some kids did two 
craft projects. I have one on my 
desk that says, “Good-bye! I will 
miss you. See you next summer!” 
written in crayon. It is dear to me.

To our surprise, Gordon 
Gilbey (one of LAMP’s new 
missionaries) showed up. He did 
some of his illusions for the kids 
AND, after us asking and asking, 
Pastor Steve AND Father Noel 
showed up to see the kids in 
action!  

During the time we were 
there the kids hung on us, ran 
in circles, stomped on balloons, 

spilled crackers, sang songs, 
asked for piggy-back rides, and 
even sat quietly for reading. Did 
I mention they ran and ran?

In the midst of the hullabaloo, 
God was there. God used us and 
this opportunity to strengthen 
local church connections and 
share the love of Jesus Christ 
with the kids.

Our hope is that the elders 
and leaders of the community 
are also catching the love that 
Jesus has for their families, 
churches and communities. 
Overall, with God’s help, 
we accomplished more than 
expected.

5

More than expected
by Dave Mork, volunteer missionary
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Meet our new servants

Gord Gilbey

Nathan Schmidt

Please allow me to introduce 
myself. My name is Gord 

Gilbey, and I have enjoyed a long 
and blessed association with 
LAMP.

I grew up in a Christian 
family that did not have a strong 
church commitment. However, 
my mother did have a simple, 
but strong, faith in the Lord 
and encouraged each of us to 
discover Him in our own time.

While there were many 
difficulties during the first years 

of my Christian 
walk, there was 
also a deepening 
of trust and faith 
that would not have 
been otherwise 
possible. I felt the 
Lord calling me to 
a second career in 
His service. After 
my mother passed 
way, I enrolled in 
seminary to be 

prepared to serve His people 
after my retirement from civic 
administration.

It was 1998, and the course 
was “Courage and Calling” when 
I met Ron Ludke. He, too, felt 
the Lord was calling him out 
of the business world and into 
missions. After graduation, we 
both answered this call.

During my thirteen 
wonderful years at Missionfest, 
an organization in Manitoba, 
I did a number of short-term 

mission trips and several with 
LAMP. I have enjoyed being on 
VBS teams in Fort Alexander, 
Cat Lake and Churchill. I have 
also shared my talents as a 
photographer and illusionist on a 
number of occasions.

Earlier this year, God 
began preparing my heart for 
serving Him in a different 
manner. Through a sequence of 
providential events, I received 
the call to serve Him through 
LAMP in this next season. I 
cannot help but think that the 
‘chance’ meeting I had with Ron 
back in 1998 was ‘for a time such 
as this.’

My wife Kim, who served 
with me in Churchill, is also 
excited and supportive as we 
transition into this new phase of 
our married life. Kim and I look 
forward to meeting many of you 
as we share His light in northern 
Canada.
Serving Him together, Gord Gilbey

Hi, my name is Nathan. I 
have been a Director of 

Christian Education for the past 
twenty years. I also have been 
married for almost twenty years 
to a wonderful, amazing and 
patient wife named Tina. We are 
raising three teenagers, Caleb, 
Taber and Isaac, and have two 
dogs, two cats and chickens. If 
and when we ever have free time, 
I enjoy an array of hobbies and 
interests, from tinkering in the 
garage to being outside.

I am excited, thrilled and 
very blessed to be able to work 

with LAMP. Every year that I 
have served in the community 
of Gitanyow (an hour east 
of Terrace, B.C.), I struggle 
with leaving as a part of me 
wishes to remain there. Now I 
have the opportunity to serve 
Gitanyow AND the many 
other communities in northern 
British Columbia throughout 
the year.  I look forward to this 
new opportunity, for the time of 
new growth, and the challenges 
and blessings that come from 
ministry. 
Blessings, Nathan Schmidt



In August of 2016, 
opportunity blessed my 
journey to Weagamow 
Lake with four 

others by introducing and 
reaffirming God’s grace and 
love to all people.

Because seagulls were 
being seagulls, when our 
plane first approached the 
Weagamow Lake runway, 
we had to do a flyover. 
Wondering how we would 
be welcomed in a largely 
isolated community, 
anticipation kept me aloft 
longer than the plane.  
However, I soon discovered 
how warm our hosts are.

For the three of us 
who were returning, I 
could sense a resonance of 
relationships built on love and 
respect. (Love – “It always 
protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.”  1 
Corinthians 13:7) The love 
of God permeates to all 
corners of the earth, so I was 
not surprised to see it shine 
through here – especially with 
the children attending the 
Vacation Bible School.

It is precious to watch 
children size you up and decide 
how to deal with you and your 
personality. Also delightful 
is to see how they show you 
their unbridled zest for life. This 
is the love that transcends 
circumstances, time, location, 
and personality. I felt a part 

Nature and Nurture – a brief account
of love in the North
by Alex Chmura, Volunteer Missionary

of the family. As Jesus 
teaches us, “For whosoever 
shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother, 
and sister, and mother.” 
Many of the children may 
not have read Matthew 
12:50, but we witnessed it 
in action.

Unconditional love 
shows itself in small ways 
and here, in small people. 
My long hair was tied up 
in a way to look ‘pretty’ at 
the behest of some of the 
girls at the VBS. Though 
it was for longer than I 
would have liked, they 
also seemed to tie up my 
personal life problems. 

The laughter keeps things in 
perspective. Your extended family 
in Christ is always close and will 
keep you grounded and humble.

I was not teaching these 
children love, but remembering 
how much is already flowing 
from others. Everyone involved 
that week will go on to cherish 
the memories having great 
impact on their lives. The 
reason for this impact won’t be 
what we added, but what we 
took away – ideas of separation 
and categorization. Once 
removed, what remains is the 
resounding truth; we are all 
equal under God, bestowed 
with an abounding love that 
will be fruitful for all our days 
if we choose. 

“Love does not dominate, it 
cultivates. And that is more!” 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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LAMP Mission Statement
LAMP is a cross-cultural ministry sharing Jesus Christ with God’s people in remote areas of Canada.

4966-92 Ave NW, Edmonton, AB T6B 2V4

Box 480167, New Haven, MI 48048

tel 800-307-4036 x fax 780-466-6733

Donations can be made at our website

www.lampministry.org
L.A.M.P. - Lutheran 
Association of Missionaries 
and Pilots Inc. is a member of 

Individual gifts are acknowledged with an official receipt for income tax purposes, and are tax deductible as allowed by law. Each gift designated toward a board-approved program will be used 
as designated, with the understanding that when any given need has been met, designated gifts will be used where needed most.

Testimony from a Canadian donor 
regarding Advisors with Purpose

www.advisorswithpurpose.ca
1-866-336-3315

From the time of our first 
contact with Advisors with 
Purpose and through to our last 
telephone call…my wife and 
I had a wonderful experience.  
In the one hour interview, the 
lady was thorough in gathering 
information, but we felt not even 
the slightest bit of pressure.

The report we received in 
the mail was very detailed and 
informative, individualized 
to our specific circumstances 
and easy to follow with great 
recommendations. The follow-up 
phone call confirmed that she 
was knowledgeable in Canadian 
tax laws, and she answered all 
our questions.

There was absolutely no cost 
to us (and confidential)—we 
highly recommend it for all.

Donor from Alberta

LAMP is pleased to announce the launch of our new website, 
www.lampministry.com. We redesigned it with you in mind. 

Its primary objective is to simplify content for our donors, 
volunteers and visitors. As you roll over the photos, headings will 
appear. Just click on the photo to explore the site and to learn more 
about the ministry of LAMP. We hope you find our refreshed website 
provides easy to access information.

It's here! 
Announcing 
launch of our 
new website

www.aboutplannedgiving.com
1-800-876-7958

I got connected with Dave 
Keesling from PhilanthroCorp 
through LAMP.  Dave showed 
true concern about us personally.  
It was necessary for him to ask 
a number of personal questions 
for background purposes, to 
determine our financial assets 
available, and our intentions for 
final distribution of our assets.

The end result of our initial 
conversation was an illustration 
that reflected an overview of our 
personal information, a detailed 
financial inventory of our estate, 
questions about our existing 
estate plans, and explanations 
about various estate planning 
tools that could be utilized.  It 
also included a tailored Estate 
Plan Design Strategy with before 
and after illustrations based on 
the information we provided.

The whole process was very 
user friendly and faith based.  
We never felt pressured to 
make decisions we were not 
comfortable making and were 
given every opportunity to 
personalize the strategy to reflect 
our true desires and intentions.

Dave had a very caring and 
helpful personality from the 
start that carried throughout 
the process.  He explained the 
resources available, made specific 
recommendations based on our 
individual situation, and clarified 
the proposals given but never 
made us feel obligated to any of 
the particular options or led us 
in a predisposed direction. 

We are very appreciative to 
LAMP for making this service 
available and would recommend 
utilizing PhilanthroCorp 
regardless of which stage 
you may be at in your estate 
planning process.

Donor from Minnesota

Testimony from a USA donor regarding planned giving with 
PhilanthroCorp


