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Welcome!
If you are a volunteer, thank you for serving with us this 

summer. We pray that God would protect you in your travels, 
and bless you as you share His love with our friends in 
northern Canada. We know that it is a lot of work to prepare 
for and lead a Vacation Bible School and other programs. We 
are so thankful for your servant hearts.

If you are a prayer partner, thank you for supporting 
LAMP and our teams in this way. Being a prayer partner 
is vital to LAMP’s ministry and we are so grateful for your 
faithful prayer support. 

If you are one of our precious friends in the North, thank 
you for welcoming us into your community. We value your 
friendship and thank God for you. We are keeping you close 
in prayer and may you always be reminded of His great love 
for you!

If any of you have specific prayer requests, we would be 
honored to pray for you. You can submit those confidentially 
online at: http://www.lampministry.org/prayer-requests/ or by 
phoning the LAMP office at 1-800-307-4036 ext. 1.

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 1:3-6
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Prayers
• Pray for safe travel for all teams and missionary staff                                                           
• Pray for teams while they are serving in the community 
• Pray for teams responsible for children’s, youth and adult 

ministry                                                     
• Pray for the teams responsible for Sports Ministry
• Pray for the communities LAMP serves. For open hearts 

and minds to hear the message of Jesus.

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
Roman 12:12
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Travel Day 1

“A BLESSED MESS” (1 John 4:19)
Stacey Holt, LAMP board member and volunteer,
Cormorant, MB

A few years ago, I thought it would be a good idea to bring 
a real lamb to our church service for a children’s message. 
I had planned to teach the children about how Jesus is our 
Shepherd and thought the message would be most memorable 
if I had a real lamb. Well, the message was memorable, but not 
for the reason that I had hoped. 

When it was time for me to lead the children’s message, 
I brought out the lamb, sat down with the children, and 
held the lamb on my lap. The message was going well until 
about halfway through, when the lamb decided that it would 
“relieve” itself. Not wanting the children to get splashed, I 
quickly reacted by holding the lamb closer, causing the lamb 
to relieve itself entirely on me. 

After reflecting upon this incident, I was reminded of the 
kind of love that Jesus, our Shepherd, has for us. Jesus loved 
us so much that he came down to earth to be with us and 
to hold us in our mess and sin. He took our sin from us and 
put it to death on the cross so that we could be forgiven and 
cleansed from all of our sin. What deep and sacrificial love our 
Shepherd has for us!

As you begin your journey to your community, I encourage 
you to reflect upon the great love that Jesus has for you and 
for those you will serve. May your Shepherd’s sacrificial love 
for you motivate you to sacrificially serve and love others this 
week—for we love because He first loved us!
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  How do you feel knowing that Jesus was willing to take 

your sin and mess upon himself so you could be cleansed 
from your sin and forgiven?

2.  When have you sacrificed something unpleasant for the 
needs of others?

3.  What are some extra ways you can give of yourself to love 
and serve others this week?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  For safe travel
+  For the team to be reminded of God’s love for them
+  For every heart on the team to be prepared to love and serve 

others

Notes
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Travel Day 2
“GOD’S PLANS” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Andrew Anstey, Director of Flight Operations 
and Missionary Pilot

When you’re flying smaller airplanes, it’s difficult to always 
go where you want, when you want.  I can’t count the number 
of times I’ve had to ground the plane because of mechanical 
issues or change plans because of the weather. This can be 
incredibly frustrating.

A few years ago, while in Thompson, Manitoba, during 
the spring, we had planned to visit specific communities. 
However, the weather did not cooperate. Day after day, it 
was snowy, cloudy, and cold. After four straight days of being 
cooped up indoors, we decided to drive to Norway House, 
one of the few communities we could get to without the 
airplane. 

Although doubtful it was a priority place to visit, we 
hopped in the car and stopped at the last gas station on the 
way out of town. As we were filling up, someone tapped me 
on the shoulder. A young man asked if we were going to 
Norway House and if he could get a lift. We agreed.

While driving, he opened up to us about his life and how 
his brother had been convicted of murder five years ago that 
day. He shared how he was struggling and how heavily this 
weighed on him. We had the long drive to listen and share 
with him the love and peace only Christ can provide.

During this week, things may not always go or work out 
as you expect or have planned. It’s during these times that we 
need to trust that God will accomplish His plans through us, 
regardless of what our plans may be.
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  Have there been times when your plans haven’t worked 

out or times where God did greater things?
 2.  How do you think you’ll react if some of your plans for 

this week don’t work out?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+ For patience and flexibility as plans may change this week
+ For grace with each other as we work together
+ To be attentive to the voice of God and trust that His plans 

are bigger than ours

Notes
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VBS Day 1
“JESUS WELCOMES THE CHILDREN” (Mark 10:13-16)

Written by Gordon Gilbey, Missionary Staff

Wow, the day is finally here! In just a little while, the doors 
will be opened and eager children will arrive in anticipation 
of what the week holds in store for them. After many months 
of planning and prayer, your summer VBS program is about to 
begin.  

Undoubtedly, you are feeling a mixture of emotions 
ranging from anxiety to excitement. You may even be asking 
yourself, “What am I supposed to do now?” Each day will be 
very busy with the different crafts, stories, songs, games, and 
all of the other things that comprise the VBS. There will be a 
lot of fun!

While you are enjoying these activities, I encourage you 
to not let the busyness of the moment prevent you from 
accomplishing what the Lord wants you to do. In the Bible 
reading for today, Jesus gives us a clear picture of what He 
wants us to do this week – welcome and bless.

We welcome the children with open arms and lovingly 
bring them into the presence of the Lord.  Then we bless them 
with the greatest gift a human being can give to another – our 
time. So, throughout the week, take the time to share your 
time with these beautiful children and be open to where/how 
God wants to use you to demonstrate His unwavering love for 
each and every person. While the curriculum and activities are 
important, they are only the means of what the Lord has called 
us to do in the North, to let the little children come unto Him.  
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  Can you think of a time from your youth when you felt 

particularly welcomed?
2.  What are some of the practical ways in which you can 

bless the children of this community?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+ That the children will come with open hearts, in 

anticipation of what they will do and learn about the God 
who loves them.

+  That in all the hubbub, there be a Spirit of peace 
throughout the week.  

+  That there are many ‘God-moments’ where each team 
member will learn the reason why the Lord has called 
them to this community at this time.

Notes
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VBS Day 2
“GREAT COMMANDMENT” (Matthew 22:34-46)

Written by Rev. Dennis Ouellette, Pastor-Pilot

Today’s lesson, knowing that Jesus draws us to Himself 
(day 1 lesson focus), builds on the theme of God’s love for us 
and all people. In the greatest command, Jesus focuses on love 
for God and love for each other. It’s one command with two 
parts to it, both revolving around love.  

The first part of the greatest command tells us to love God 
completely, with our entire being. That’s a huge directive. But, 
how is this possible, especially when that is not our normal 
tendency? The answer is in 1 John 4:10, “This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:19 goes on and tells us, 
“We love because he first loved us.” 

Without God’s love for us, there is no way for us to be able 
to love God, let alone someone else. It is only through faith 
in Jesus Christ that God’s love is manifested in us. The Holy 
Spirit, through God’s Word, encourages us to love God in 
gratitude for what He has done for us because of Jesus’ willing 
sacrifice on the cross, taking the punishment of our sin upon 
Himself. Only after responding to God’s love for us by loving 
Him entirely, will we be able to love those around us… our 
family… our friends… our classmates… our workmates… our 
neighbors. 

You see, loving God and others isn’t as much a command 
as it is a response to the unlimited love and forgiveness along 
with the promise and hope of a life with Jesus forever in His 
presence. Now that’s truly FLYing!
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  What are some of the hindrances to be able to love God 

completely?
2.  What are some of the hindrances to be able to love those 

people around us, our neighbors?
3.  How can you encourage each other and the children to 

love one another?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  That God’s love for you will be demonstrated by your love 

to others, especially the children at VBS
+  That God would give you opportunities to share the Good 

News of His love with another person in the community

Notes
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VBS Day 3
“THE PRODIGAL SON” (Luke 15:1-3 and 11-32) 

Written by Nathan Schmidt, Missionary Staff

The prodigal son is one of my favorite parables that Jesus 
taught. It reminds me that whatever choices I make, God loves 
me no matter what and welcomes me through Jesus.

I’m always bothered by how the older son responded 
when his dad explains why he chose to celebrate the return 
of the younger son. He didn’t understand the father was more 
concerned about loving both sons. While the older son was with 
his father every day, the younger one was not there to experience 
how much his father loved him.

Sometimes I am like the older son, I’ve tried to do 
everything right to earn God’s love. But, it doesn’t matter what 
we have done. What matters is that, while we were in the act 
of sinning, God showed His love for us by having His one and 
only Son die on the cross to take away our sin.

“I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” 
Luke 15:7
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RELECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  Are you aware of God’s great love for you? 
2.  Who do you know that needs to hear God’s love, found in 

the cross of Jesus?
3.  Which son is aware of his father’s love the most? Which 

son needs to learn more about his father’s love for them?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  For hearts that have turned from God, to turn back to Him
+  Pray that others might fully understand how much God 

loves them.
+  Thank God for loving us despite what we say and do and 

for sending Jesus to die for our sins

Notes
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VBS Day 4
“PARABLE OF SHEEP AND GOATS” (Matthew 25:31-46 and 
25:40)
Written by Ron Ludke, Executive Director and Missionary-Pilot 

Ever feel like a goat? The Bible depicts the scapegoats and 
the goats that were judged. We can feel like real goats when 
we feel judged by others or even by God.

The truth is our Lord Jesus will come again to judge all of 
us. It is also true that Jesus, our judge, is also our Savior.  He 
laid down his life so that our sins would not be held against us. 
Every child of God who puts their faith in Jesus is judged to be 
an innocent sheep.

Children of all races can feel judged and that is an awful 
weight to carry. You can be the one to share with them that 
Jesus wants them to be his little lambs and as they follow him 
in faith, his love is unconditional.

As sheep, when we follow the good Shepherd, we too love 
and serve others. We show God’s love and kindness and care 
for others. We show others we don’t judge them no matter 
what their circumstance is. When you serve others without 
judgement, with kindness and joy, you are truly serving your 
shepherd Jesus. You will know in your heart that in Jesus’ eyes 
you are a sheep, and you need never feel like a goat.   
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RELECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  Have you ever felt judged to be a goat? 
2.  Knowing Jesus judges you to be his sheep, how can you 

serve him by serving others?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  Lord Jesus my Savior, help me never to judge others
+  Empower me by your Holy Spirit to serve others 

proclaiming your love through my words and actions

Notes
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VBS Day 5
“LOVE” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8; 13) 

Written by Catherine Williams, Executive Assistant

Sure, I chose an easy devotion to write because it’s about 
love. Why, we even used it for our wedding. I didn’t know 
Paul was chastising (rebuking) a dysfunctional church for 
misuse of their spiritual gifts! Perhaps, you’re like me in 
wondering if I missed the true meaning of his writing.

Nonetheless, the main focus here is that love is an action 
not a feeling or emotion. Would you agree that the word 
“love” is overused in our language today e.g., “I love her new 
glasses!” or “I love pizza!” To demonstrate our love by the 
things we do, not what we say or feel, is the opposite of what 
a lot of people think these days. It’s more like, “what’s in it for 
me?”

The Word of God teaches that we are called to point 
people to Christ, to encourage them to trust in Him as their 
Savior, and to live their lives in devotion to Christ. In these 
verses, Paul uses 15 verbs to describe love. Find them, and 
reflect on their actual meaning to allow it to sink into your 
heart.
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.  How can we demonstrate love as an action towards 

others, not a feeling?
2.  What are some ways we might hinder others from coming 

to Christ?
3.  What does the Bible say about love? (John 3:16, 1 John 

3:1, 1 John 4:9, 1 John 4:7-8, Romans 8:38-39 and 1 
Corinthians 13 are just a few of many Scriptures.)

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  For God to open our eyes and ears to know what the 

community’s spiritual needs are and nurture people in their 
faith

+ For the power of the Holy Spirit to show everyone we 
meet the love and mercy of Jesus, and share with them 
that He is compassionate, forgiving and willing to restore 
us when we confess our sins and return to Him

+ For strength and discernment to not only speak like a 
Christian but ACT like one, demonstrating God’s love 
wherever we might be

 

Notes
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Travel Home Day 1

“KEEP flyING”
Written by Rev. Dennis Ouellette, Pastor-Pilot

If you’re like most VBS teams, the first day of leaving the 
community is full of mixed emotions. You’re looking forward 
to getting home and sleeping in your own bed, but you’re sad 
to be leaving the community of friends and children who don’t 
want to see you go. You’re exhausted from an intense week 
of VBS and other activities, but you’ve got the energy to pack 
up your supplies and luggage for the trip home. You may look 
back on your week in your community and reminisce about 
the joys and the tears, the laughter and the sadness, and the 
ups and downs you encountered. In all of these thoughts and 
emotions, there is one pinnacle to ponder; you just shared with 
children and their families that they are loved by God and that 
He will always FLY with them.

Think of it this way: the first of the greatest commandments 
tells us to love God completely, with our entire being. But 
how is this possible? The answer is in 1 John 4:10, “This is 
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  Verse 19 goes 
on and tells us, “We love because he first loved us.” You see, 
without God’s love for us, there is no way for us to be able to 
love someone else. It is only through faith in Jesus Christ that 
God’s love is manifested in us. The Holy Spirit through God’s 
Word encourages us to love God in gratitude for what He has 
done for us. And that is unlimited forgiveness and the promise 
of a hope with Him forever in His presence. Now that’s truly 
FLYing!
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REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1.   What was your favorite day’s theme in VBS and why?
2.  What ways can you share with others back home about 

how God is forever loving them?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  For the safety of all teams traveling to and from 

communities 
+  That the message of VBS and God’s love spreads 

throughout the community
+  For the LAMP staff as they minister to the hundreds of 

volunteers and communities
+  Thank God that He has and always will be forever loving 

you.

Notes
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Travel Home Day 2
“WE LEAVE, JESUS STAYS” (Isaiah 52:7)

Written by Shelly Teschke-Director of Mission Opportunities

In my early 20’s I served with a team on a reserve called 
Ahousat. If I close my eyes I can still see the school, the band 
hall, the house where we stayed and of course, the faces of 
the children. From the moment we arrived, the children went 
everywhere with us. We walked and walked as they showed 
us around their little community and shared with us many of 
their stories and traditions. 

It’s hard to leave the communities we serve. We love and 
care for our friends that we are leaving behind. One thing that 
LAMP’s executive director, Ron, says is that “We leave, but 
Jesus stays.” What peace that statement brings! And really, 
that’s the reason we serve, to share Jesus with our friends in 
the North and to leave them with the assurance that Jesus is 
with them always and through His death and resurrection, they 
have eternal life with Him in heaven.

I hope that you are able to stay in touch with your 
community and God willing, that you can return again soon. 
I pray that this week has been a blessing to you as you have 
been a blessing to the people you have served. 

“Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, with Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.“ 

(Sent Forth by God’s Blessing - Omer Westendorf)
Thank you for sharing the light of Christ!
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1.  Do you have a favorite memory or memorable person 

from your time serving? 
2.  How did you see God at work while you served?

PRAYER REQUESTS
+  For the people we serve to remember the love that Christ 

has for them
+  Safety for all who are traveling
+  For the means for this ministry to continue (committed 

volunteers and staff, faithful donors, fervent prayer 
partners and welcoming communities)

Notes
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