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Please pray for LAMP’s staff missionaries as they fly/drive to many 
communities this summer: Pastor Dennis, Gord, Nathan, Andrew, 
Ron, and for their families at home.

If you have a prayer request, please submit it online or call the 
office. We would be honored to pray for you.

www.lampministry.org 
1-800-307-4036

A Cheerful Welcome!
Typically, our summer devotions follow the Bible verses for each day 
of the curriculum. This year we wrote mission devotions by choosing 
our own verses and thoughts to share. We hope these are a blessing and 
encouragement to you!

To volunteers: Thank you for serving with us this summer. We pray God 
will protect, strengthen and bless you as you share His love with our 
friends in northern Canada.

To prayer partners: Your prayers are vital to the ministry. Thank you for 
supporting LAMP and our teams in this way.

To friends in the North: Thank you for welcoming us into your 
community. We value our friendship and keep you close in prayer. May 
you always be reminded of His great love for you!

2019 Summer Devotions
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Travel Day 1

Everything We Need
Written by Nathan Schmidt

LAMP Staff Missionary - British Columbia

“The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of 
the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” (1 Samuel 
17:37 NIV)

Please read 1 Samuel 17:1-54 for a quick refresher.  
Just before the fight of his life, David was given everything he 

needed to face a huge challenge—the giant Goliath of the Philistine 
army. He had King Saul's armor. I’m sure there was a pep talk! Who 
knows? Maybe, David had a quick practice to get ready for Goliath. 
But, David took off the king’s armor. He did not use Saul’s sword.

Instead, David used what he was familiar with, a small sling 
made out of leather and a few rocks he gathered nearby. David did 
not need a pep talk because he believed, “The LORD who delivered 
me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”

Hopefully, we do not face a bear or a lion in the near 
future. Figuratively though, we might face a giant. Although 
the preparations you have done for this trip are important and 
necessary for mission work, we have everything we need in Christ. 
“We can do all things through Christ who gives us strength.” 
(Philippians 4:13)

David was confident of this when facing Goliath. We can be 
confident in this day knowing God is with us in every battle and 
situation. God will never leave us or forsake us, and through Christ, 
we can do all things. 

Discussion Questions for Travel Home Day 2

 
• How did God lead you to serve with LAMP?

• What have you learned from God while serving?

• What is your favorite part of serving in your community?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank You for calling us to serve with 

LAMP and for the opportunity to share Your love this past week. As 
we leave, we ask that You surround the community with Your peace 
and love and grow the seeds of faith that have been planted. Please 
keep us in your safe and loving care as we travel home and equip us 
to return again. In Jesus name, we pray, amen.

Notes
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Discussion Questions for Travel Day 1

• What giant(s) do or might you face today?

• What do you need to “take off ” in order to rely more on what 
God has given you to use?

Pray for the battle that might lie ahead for you. If you just came out 
of one, praise God!

Prayer
Lord, You deliver us time and time again from our own sin and dif-
ficult situations we may make for ourselves. Forgive us, and give us 
the confidence we need to overcome any trials that might lie ahead. 
We love You, Jesus. Amen.

Notes

Travel Home Day 2

Worth It!
Written by Shelly Teschke, Director of Mission Opportunities

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9).

When I was ten years old, my dad took me to my very first 
concert. Two hours from where I grew up in Saskatchewan, we saw 
Johnny Cash perform at the town’s hockey arena. I didn’t know 
much about him except that my dad was a huge fan. I loved my dad 
so I went. As I watched this entertainer, I had no idea at the time 
that I was watching a legend. It wasn’t until many years later that 
I realized what an amazing musician and songwriter Johnny Cash 
was.

Sometimes mission work can feel that way. The opportunity 
to serve is presented to us and so we go. We may not know exactly 
what we’re getting into, but the details are worked out. God has 
placed the call on our hearts. Months of preparation and prayer, 
miles of travel, squishy or uncomfortable sleeping conditions. The 
days are full of leading VBS, spending time with people in the 
community and hosting other events. We fall into bed exhausted 
and get up the next morning to do it all again. Is the preparation, 
sacrifice of time, finances, and exhaustion worth it? 

Just as I didn’t realize until years later that the musician I was 
watching was a legend, we as missionaries, may not see the fruits of 
our labor until years later. Perhaps, we won’t see them this side of 
Heaven, but be assured that the Holy Spirit is at work in the hearts 
of those we serve. It is well worth it!
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Travel Day 2

Each Step of the Way
Written by Shelly Teschke, Director of Mission Opportunities

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10 NIV)

My university graduation was approaching, and I was at a loss 
as to what to do once school had ended. I had heard about the 
opportunity to join a music ministry team and decided to pursue it. 
I soon found myself packing up my life in Edmonton and moving 
all of my belongings back to my parents’ house in Saskatchewan.

The next 13 months were spent in a minivan, pulling a trailer, 
and traveling across Canada with three other individuals. Sounds 
like fun, right? In the midst of some challenges, there were many 
blessings in those months. Each of us came with different strengths 
and weaknesses, and we worked together to form a team that 
shared the love of Jesus with many people we met along the way.

As you begin your week of serving, I want to encourage you to 
remember that God has called each of you to fulfill His purpose. 
Each of you with all of your strengths and weaknesses. There will 
be some challenges, but be assured, there will be many blessings. As 
I look back over the years I have served in different ways, I can see 
where the hand of God has been leading and guiding along the way. 
What a blessing it is to serve Him and His people knowing that He 
is with us each step of the way!

Discussion Questions for Travel Home Day 1

• Discuss how you saw God’s Word and Spirit at work in VBS 
and the community this week.

• What were some of the “highs” and “lows” you experienced 
this past week?

• What plans do you have to stay in contact with the friends you 
have in the community?

Prayer
Dear Lord, as we leave this community after a week of serving, 

we ask that the seeds and watering of faith in Jesus will continue 
to grow. In our absence, we ask that we can continue to be an 
encouragement to this community. Please be with us as we travel 
this day. Amen.

Notes
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Discussion Questions for Travel Day 2
• What are some of your strengths?

• Share a strength that you see in a fellow team member.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the opportunity to serve You 

and Your people. Thank You for blessing us with different gifts and 
for calling us together to form a team. Please open the hearts of the 
people we serve this week, so that they may know Your great love 
for them. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.

Notes

Travel Home Day 1

Leaving
Written by Pastor Dennis Ouellette - LAMP Pastor-Pilot - Eastern 

Manitoba and Ontario

For many of you, it was one week ago that you entered your 
community to begin the week-long journey of conducting VBS 
and other programs for the children and their families. You have 
reconnected with friends and most likely made even more friends. 
You have shared good and sad times. You have experienced the 
mountain tops and valleys. Your community has been your home 
for the past week in more ways than one. 

Today, you’re leaving to head back home. It’s a bittersweet time. 
You want to go home, but you don’t want to leave the children and 
adult friends who don’t want you to leave either. You may even feel 
like Paul did when he left Ephesus. God’s Word in Acts 20:36-38 
describes it this way; “When he had said this, he knelt down with all 
of them and prayed. They all wept as they embraced him and kissed 
him.”

As emotionally trying as it is to leave, the good news is that you 
left them with the Good News! You became the eyes, ears, hands, 
and feet of Jesus to the community. They have experienced the love 
and compassion of Jesus through you! 

May God’s Word from Philippians 1:3-6 give you 
encouragement on your travel home. “I thank my God every time I 
remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 



6 15

VBS Day 1

But If We Love One Another
Written by Ron Ludke - Executive Director 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another.” (1 John 4:9-11 NIV)  

As I visit with mission teams and people in northern First Nations 
communities, I am reminded that we are not only messengers of God’s 
love, we must love God’s people in order to deliver the message.

Throughout history, people from the South have interacted with 
people in the North. Far too often, the purpose of the interaction was 
not motivated by love.

I recall the first time I served as a VBS teacher with LAMP. The 
children would not call me by name. They simply called me “teacher”. 
To them, I appeared to be just another person from a different race, 
who had come for my own reasons, and I might never return again. 
That changed when I began to fall in love with the children. God had 
called me to serve these children, and I began to see them the way 
God sees them. God showed His amazing love for all of us by sending 
His Son that we might live through Him.  My heart ached for these 
children, and they sensed my love and God’s love for them.

My advice to volunteer missionaries: “Be yourself, the children 
know if you love them.” The mission team members report back: “The 
children are so easy to love.” As you share God’s love, the children 
learn to love you and God. A miraculous connection is made, and 
God’s love is made complete.

When teams and children need to part, tears are often shed. The 
children grow in faith in God’s love, trusting Jesus will come again to 
wipe away all tears. On that day, people of all nations will be united 
under the banner of our Lord Jesus for all eternity.  It is a wonderful 
privilege to share God’s love with God’s people.

Discussion Questions for VBS Day 5

• Name a time when God touched others through you when you 
weren’t expecting it.

• What can you do today so that you are readily available for the 
Lord to work through you?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the honor and privilege of 

serving You. Please work through us in a powerful way to be your 
ambassadors. May You receive all of the praise, honor and glory. 
Amen.

Notes
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Discussion Questions for VBS Day 1

• What are some ways you can show that you love and care for 
the people you serve?

• Share a blessing from your experience showing God’s love 
today.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love for each of us. Teach 

us to love all of Your children and to faithfully share Your love with 
them. Amen.

Notes

VBS Day 5

The Touch of the Master’s Hand
Written by Gordon Gilbey - LAMP Staff Missionary - Eastern 

Saskatchewan and Western Manitoba

Back in 1921, Myra Brooks Welch wrote the poem “The Touch 
of the Master’s Hand,” which is sometimes called “The Old Violin.” 
The poem speaks about an auctioneer trying to get rid of a battered 
old violin that, in his eyes, was valueless. He started the bidding 
very low but even then did not receive any bids. Then an old man 
shuffled to the front, wiped off the violin, tuned it up and played “a 
melody pure and sweet.” Rather than being valueless, the violin sold 
for thousands. The difference was the touch of the Master’s hand. 
Likewise, everything that we do that is touched by the Lord’s hand 
takes on a profound quality that multiplies the value and impact of 
our service.

  For reasons that make angels wonder, God uses broken and 
imperfect people to build His church and bring Him glory. As 
a performer, I have presented almost identical shows in many 
different churches. The shows will often go well, but sometimes 
there is that special evening when you can feel the Holy Spirit 
stirring the hearts of people. The difference being, the touch of the 
Master’s hand.

Let the Lord transform your day!  Let Him turn the ordinary 
into the miraculous by His gentle touch. This is accomplished 
by letting God work through you to accomplish His purpose.  
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” Colossians 3:23-24 (ESV)
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VBS Day 2

All Things Are Possible
Written by Catherine Williams - Executive Assistant

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick... ” Please read Matthew 14:14-21.

What great love Jesus had for the crowd that had gathered. 
In spite of his disciples’ lack of faith, Jesus asked them to bring 
whatever meager offerings they had to him. Their act of obedience 
opened the door for Jesus to perform a miracle and teach them that 
all things are possible with God.

When we are obedient to God’s will, He will do great things in 
and through us. When we feel inadequate and ill-equipped, Christ 
is able to multiply our efforts, our talents, our offerings, and bring 
about satisfaction to the deepest places of our souls.

The church increased in size because of twelve ordinary men 
who lived out their belief in Jesus while they shared the Good News 
with others. How can you and I help the church to grow? Giving 
and receiving, serving and being served, blessing and being blessed 
-- that is how you and I can help the body of Christ to grow.

Jesus gave thanks and offered up the food they had before the 
Father acknowledging who provides everything and from whom 
all blessings come. May we exemplify Jesus’ act by bringing all we 
have, however little it seems, before the Father and receive His 
grace and blessings He alone can bring.

Discussion Questions for VBS Day 4

• Name a couple of the frustrations or challenges you’ve 
experienced so far this week.

• What are some of the ways you’ve seen your faith and love 
exhibited to the children and community?

• How can you encourage each other and the children to love 
one another?

Prayer
Dear Lord, we ask that Your faith and love be demonstrated this 

week, especially to the children at VBS. Please give us opportunities 
to share the Good News of God’s love with those we meet in the 
community. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.

Notes
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Discussion Questions for VBS Day 2
• As you reflect on the day’s events in your community, how 

were you a servant?  

• Discuss ways that you were a willing servant reflecting Christ’s 
love. Did you have any struggles? Name them, if any.

• What blessing(s) did you receive in return?

Prayer
Father, thank You for giving us opportunities to serve in Your 

Son’s name. No matter where we are in life, take what we offer 
up, all of our brokenness and pain, our loss and short supply, our 
inadequacies and doubts and breathe Your favor over it, greatly 
multiplying all that we offer. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Notes

VBS Day 4

Love for All the Saints
Written by Pastor Dennis Ouellette - LAMP Pastor-Pilot - Ontario 

and Eastern Manitoba

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
of the love you have for all the saints— the faith and love that spring 
from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have 
already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come to 
you”  (Colossians 1:3-6).

By this day in your VBS trek, you’ve most likely been going at 
warp speed with not a lot of downtime. I’m sure you’ve encountered 
the “challenging” child (or perhaps more than one). You may even 
possibly feel you’re not accomplishing as much as you would have 
liked. The plans for the day don’t go as you had planned. After 
the past few days,you might even wonder if you will make more 
headway with the kids, who always seem to get rowdier as the week 
goes on.   

You could end up asking yourself, “Am I making a difference in 
the lives of these children, especially when it comes to sharing Jesus 
with them?” The answer to that question is a resounding “Yes!”

God’s Word in Colossians 1:3-6 assures you that you are 
making a difference! You have a love for all the children and all 
the community you minister to during this week. But, it’s not just 
a general love. It’s a divine love that you surround the children, 
their families and the community with your faith and the word of 
truth—the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is by demonstrating your faith 
and love of Jesus that all the people of the community will come to 
know Jesus is real and loves them too.
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VBS Day 3

Others First
Written by Nathan Schmidt - LAMP Staff Missionary - British Columbia

“Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who 
will be last.” (Luke 13:30 NIV)

Being the oldest sibling of three younger sisters, I was often 
defending my position. It didn’t matter which sister; I was always 
trying to prove I was right, and they were wrong.  As we have 
gotten older, either they are starting to listen or they’re getting 
smarter. Hopefully, you sense the humor in my writing.

Perhaps, at this point of the trip, this might not seem funny. It’s 
tough when you feel like no one is listening to you. It is tough when 
you find others putting their needs and wants first. You might even 
get frustrated when others in line are taking more food to eat, and 
there isn’t much left. It is tough when you feel stuck and have a few 
more days before heading back home.

What does the Bible say we are to do with people that frustrate 
us? Put them first!  Paul shares more in Philippians 2:3-4 “Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests but also to the interests of others.”

As Christians, we are aware of putting others first. But in our 
sinfulness, there are and will be moments when we fail to do this. 
God is waiting to forgive us first, and we, in turn, are to ask others 
for forgiveness. As written in Ephesians 4:1-3, “...urge you to walk in 
a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Discussion Questions for VBS Day 3

• Is there someone you need to ask forgiveness from? 

• Is there someone you believe needs some encouragement with 
a difficult situation? 

• How can you thank and praise God for the work He is doing 
with your team?

Prayer
Dear Lord, we ask that Your grace and peace be with us today as 

we serve each other and as we serve those in the community. Grant 
us immeasurable patience to be your humble servants. Amen.

Notes


