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Introduction

And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. Luke 2:10-11 (KJV)

Our family of missionaries at LAMP is delighted to provide you with these 
Advent devotions on the brink of our 50th anniversary. 

What a privilege it has been to share the good tidings of great joy with all people 
living in the northern regions. We weave our stories of how God’s gift of our 
Saviour Jesus has brought hope and joy in the lives of northern friends who 
have been touched by the ministry of LAMP. I thank God for you, your prayers 
and your participation in taking the Light of Christ to the ends of the earth.

As you join us spending time in devotion, I pray that your faith, hope and joy 
will be refreshed as you celebrate the birth of our Saviour. 

    Yours in Christ,

    Ron Ludke
    Executive Director
    LAMP (Canada) & LAMP Ministry (USA)

As we celebrate Christ’s birth, we voice our heartfelt appreciation to generous 
supporters like you. LAMP has been able to share Jesus’ love in the North for 
50 years because of your time, prayers and donations. Here is a small sample 
of the positive influence you have had through this ministry. 

“The impact that I see is the children learn about faith, about good and bad. 
There is usually no other place they can learn. It is very helpful and good that 
they can enjoy Bible school every summer.” 

~Band Council office, Hall Lake, SK

"Thank you so much for all the lives you've changed throughout my time with 
LAMP. I appreciate this organization and this opportunity. It's truly changed 
my life and shaped my faith." 

~McKenzie of Gitanyow, BC mission team

May you have a blessed Christmas!
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December 1, 2019Encouragement and support

“When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. In a loud 
voice  she  excla imed: 
‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the 
child you will bear! But why 
am I so favoured, that the 
mother of my Lord should 
come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would 
fulfill his promises to her!’” Luke 1:41 – 45 (NIV)

A s a LAMP volunteer to an isolated fly-in community, one thing that 
surprises me is the number of locals who regularly visit family in other 

communities. This means a plane ride and then a long car ride. They can be 
gone for weeks or months. 

Some things have not changed since Jesus’ day. This same desire for 
companionship and guidance from a close family member was in Mary’s visit 
to Elizabeth.  Mary had been told of this miracle inside of her, which no doubt 
was difficult given others were clueless to the divine visitation.

Mary longed to share her story with an understanding relative who would 
rejoice at her presence. Like people in the North, Mary traveled a long distance 
(on foot) to seek comfort and encouragement. 

God longs for all of us to trust Him for the emotional and spiritual support we 
need.  The ultimate source of this is Jesus who provides encouragement and 
support for all who believe.

Dana Naumann
Volunteer Missionary

Lac Brochet, MB
Director, LAMP Ministry

Dear Jesus, help me to seek others to guide me 
in my journey. Most of all, help me be the one 
You use to bless and encourage them in their 
journey. Thank you I’m able to be part of the 
miracles around me. Amen.

December 24, 2019Expectant light

“The light shines in the darkness 
and the  darkness  has  not 
overcome it.” 

John 1:5 (ESV)

In the season of Advent, we 
expectantly await the return 

of Christ, God’s only Son and the 
Light of the world. As believers, 
our waiting is not hopeless. It is an 
expectant waiting.

In the community of Hall Lake, 
they too expectantly await our 
return, once again, to share the 
light and love of Jesus Christ. 
Even before the four of us start 
the long trek in the darkness from our Edmonton area homes, our team 
leader’s phone starts ‘pinging.’ Numerous messages from our friends in Hall 
Lake inquire regarding when we plan on arriving, then whether we have left 
yet, where are we at now, how much longer, and it continues throughout our 
journey until darkness falls, and there is no cell phone service.

Their eagerness is contagious! We too anxiously await to see in the darkness 
the Hall Lake turn-off to rest our weary heads. Then we can excitedly start our 
Christmas break reconnecting with friends and sharing the life, love and hope 
of Christ with everyone we meet. It’s much like coming home.

As we expectantly wait, may we shine bright the Light that has already come 
into this world—the Light of all mankind. When the light from our lives shines 
into other lives, they too are pointed toward Jesus, the source of eternal light.

Catherine Williams
Volunteer Missionary

Hall Lake, SK
Exec Assistant, LAMP

Lord, we ask the Light of Christ to transform our 
lives so that we shine brightly in the darkness for 
You. May Your Light finally conquer the darkness 
forever. Amen.
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The aroma of Christ December 2, 2019

For we are to God, the aroma 
of Christ, among those who 
are being saved and those 
who are perishing. To the 
one, we are the smell of 
death; to the other, the 
fragrance of life. And who 
is equal to such a task?  

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 
(NIV)

Who is equal to such a task? Every summer that I served with LAMP, 
I found myself “stretched” working with children in the North. Like 

the apostle Paul, I thank God for my weakness, because it reminds me that I 
can’t do this on my own. God gives me the strength needed to carry His love.

Mother Teresa’s humble attitude and willingness to serve is an inspiration.  
Before starting her work in Calcutta, she wrote, “Let us do something beautiful 
for God.”  Without other team members, supporters, prayer partners, and our 
families, our mission work in the North would be significantly less effective.

Our service to the Lord is a gift we offer to Him, like the wilted bouquet of 
flowers a child offers his parent from grimy hands.  An imperfect gift but offered 
in love, it conveys much.

As we remember God’s gift of His only Son during Advent, may we too find 
ways to serve others and spread the fragrance of His love to a hurting and 
broken world.

Tamara Alkema, 
Former Volunteer Missionary

Bearskin Lake, ON

Lord, thank You that from the fullness of 
Your grace we have all received innumerable 
blessings. Thank you for Your vast love 
poured out for us every day, every moment. 
Help us to share this love with those around 
us. Amen. 

December 23, 2019Come to the feast!

“I say to you that 
many will  come 
from the east and 
the west, and will 
take their places 
at the feast with 
Abraham, Isaac 
a n d  J a c o b  i n 
the  kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Matthew 8:11 
(NIV)

O ur team was humbled and blessed last summer when we were invited 
to participate in two feasts at a community member’s home. We were 

treated as honored guests by our host and had the opportunity to meet and 
share fellowship with residents of all ages, over an abundance of delicious food.  

Oh, how this experience reminds me of the heavenly feast to come! In the 
parable of the Great Banquet, Jesus says, “Come, for everything is now ready.” 
(Luke 14:17 NIV). The table is spread and the King is about to enter! He is the 
long-awaited baby of Bethlehem, the humble sacrifice on Calvary, the risen 
King on His throne. He came to earth as one of us, to be sacrificed for the 
forgiveness of our sins, so that we can join Him at the most glorious feast in 
heaven. Oh, come, let us adore Him!

Lori Dawkins
Volunteer Missionary

Shamattawa, MB

Dear heavenly Father, thank You for the blessing 
of food and fellowship with our northern friends, 
as well as our brothers and sisters in Christ 
throughout the world. Prepare our hearts and 
minds for the feast You’ve made ready for us in 
heaven. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.
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Since 2005, I have had the blessed opportunity to return to the Indigenous 
community of Little Grand Rapids, MB. Despite the harsh realities of living 

in a remote northern community, the children arrive at “Bible camp” with big 
smiles on their faces, lots of laughter, joy, and energy. 

In one instance, a young teen in the community ended up in foster care for a few 
years after she attempted suicide. (Thankfully, some people had found her and 
prevented this from happening.) She commented to me that she was excited to 
have her own room with a couch, three meals plus a snack, and a shower while 
in foster care. It humbled me to reflect on these items (blessings), which I take 
for granted, and it reminded me to be truly grateful for what I have. 

God has a plan for this young person. Please pray for all the children and their 
families who need to hear that message of hope.  We all need to trust in God 
and believe He is with us so that we are filled with joy, peace and hope!

Janine Cain
Volunteer Missionary

Little Grand Rapids, MB

December 3, 2019The God of hope

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise 
for all the blessings You provide. Be with those 
struggling to survive each day in the winter months. 
May Your presence bring hope, peace and joy into 
their lives. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

“May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”  

Romans 15:13 (NIV)

December 22, 2019When God says go!

Advent is a time to prepare. 
It  was my t ime to put 

up multiple Christmas trees, 
decorate our house inside and 
outside, and shopping. Lots 
of shopping. I had to find the 
perfect gift for my kids who had 
everything. I filled the cupboards 
with enough food to feed a small 
army. Busy, busy, busy!

That all changed when God whispered in my ear, “I want you to go to Hall Lake 
at Christmas, not in November.” What?? I can’t!

For every excuse I had, He provided a solution. Every barrier I put up, He 
broke it down. I wrestled for weeks, but I knew I needed to go. I wish I could 
share with you the joy of seeing those little ones and their first ever Christmas 
pageant. As you read this, we are preparing to return for our fourth Christmas 
Bible Camp.  They never tire of hearing the story, and we never tire of telling it. 

This Advent, I invite you to listen for that whisper to go. Go follow Jesus. See 
where He leads you. Share His love with that someone He will place in your 
path. Just trust Him, He’ll be with you wherever you go! 

Judi Luckhardt
Volunteer Missionary

Hall Lake, SK
Director, LAMP (Canada)

Dear Father, help us keep our eyes and ears open 
for the opportunity to share the story of Jesus’ 
birth. Give us the will to follow You, no matter 
how busy we are. Open our ears to hear Your call, 
wherever You need us to go. Amen.

This is my command—be 
strong and courageous! Do 
not be afraid or discouraged. 
For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go. 

Joshua 1:9 (NLT)



236

December 4, 2019A “Martha Moment”

W ith all the Christmas 
activities with my family 

and church, I am very busy. 
Who isn’t busy at this time of 
year? Between shopping, baking, 
parties, and special events there’s 
a lot to do! It’s a similar busyness 
whenever we prepare to go north 
to share Jesus’ love.

A few years ago at my church’s annual living nativity event, I had a “Martha 
moment.”  After making sure the actors, including the animals, were all in their 
stations, I went to the front door to greet the crowd of people. But there was 
no crowd, just a small gathering.

I was disappointed. I began to worry about a number of things.  Then I stopped 
and watched.  Others weren’t worried.  Christmas memories were being created 
by all ages as they smiled, shared, and laughed while being part of the Christmas 
story of Jesus’ birth.

During a busy time of the year, may we have a “Martha moment” and see our 
part in retelling God’s story wherever we are and point people to Jesus.

Nathan Schmidt
Staff Missionary, BC

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord 
answered, “you are worried 
and upset about many things, 
but few things are needed—or 
indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will 
not be taken away from her.” 

Luke 10:38-42 (NIV)

Father, thank You for the birth of Your Son Jesus.  
Help us not to worry and to take time out of our 
busyness to sit at Jesus’ feet to listen and share His 
love with our neighbour. Amen.

Cast all your anxiety on Him December 21, 2019

“The winding roads 
s h a l l  b e  m a d e 
straight, and the 
rough ways made 
smooth, and all 
flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.” 

Luke 3:5b – 6  
(NABRE)

T ravelling to Lynn Lake last summer, I thought about this verse. The car 
was packed to the brim, and the roads were rough. With every bump, our 

heads grazed the ceiling of the car. It is the best part of the trip, in my opinion, 
yet others felt fear and anxiety. I tried to cheer them up, saying, “Just think of 
it like it’s a roller coaster!” Some responded, “I’m going to be sick.” Those new 
to this part of the journey were very unsure. Our leader drove on, casting up his 
own fears to the Lord. God has a way of making our ways smooth, especially 
in fearful times.

God asks us to do the same when we are working within the communities. When 
attendance is low on Monday and we’re thinking there won’t be enough kids 
to have Bible school on Tuesday, God reminds us that even if one child shows 
up, it’s good work. When we’ve forgotten a craft and have to improvise, God 
reminds us that the kids will be happy just being around us.

God asks us to offer up our fear and anxiety to Him, to trust in Him. It’s 
especially important at Advent, with all the hustle and bustle of the season, to 
trust in God’s loving care for us. 

Jennifer Givens
Lynne Lake, MB

God, please remind me of Your protection and care 
always. Help me to trust in You. Amen.
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December 5, 2019When we are messengers

As we serve in the North, we never know when an opportunity to share 
our faith will arise. Yes, we prepare for months knowing we are going to 

teach VBS and tell the stories of the Bible. What we cannot prepare for is the 
times not in “the plan.” However, it is in God’s plan all along.

We invited older youth and adults to come on Monday evening and help us 
assemble the craft kits and to play games. After getting the kits ready, we settled 
down to games of Yahtzee and Monopoly.

One young man asked, “Why do you bring your beliefs to us? It just confuses 
our people.”  Teresa kindly explained that everyone needs to know Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour. He continued to question her until she said, “I am not going to 
apologize for giving you the best gift ever which is: Jesus Christ is our Saviour 
and the way to Heaven.” He had no more questions after that.

The young man continued to come to VBS every day, willing to help with class 
any way possible. My prayer is that he heard the message, and the Holy Spirit 
is working in his heart.

Pam Heiden
Volunteer Missionary

South Indian Lake, MB
Director, 

LAMP Ministry (USA)

Dear Lord, You sent us to be Your messenger.  May 
Your message be heard not only during VBS and 
the Christmas season but throughout the year. 
Thank You for allowing me to be Your messenger. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

“ I ,  t h e  L o r d  a l l 
powerful, will send My 
messenger to prepare 
the way for Me.” 

Malachi 3:1 (ERV)

December 20, 2019By faith

“ N o w  f a i t h  i s  t h e 
assurance of  things 
hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. For by 
it people of old received 
their commendation.” 

Hebrews 11:1-2 (ESV)

A nother trip north to Big Trout Lake and Wapekeka, Ontario is planned. 
Another journey taken in faith that God would provide. And He sure did, 

providing five additional team members, people we hadn’t even met until the 
night before we flew out! We bonded and gelled, and it was a little like heaven.

Another trip, praying God would show us the amazing things He had been 
doing. And He did! One of the first people we saw was a friend we’d known 
from the beginning, 16 years ago. He shared that God had miraculously healed 
him when the doctors told him it was ‘just something he would always have to 
live with’. God healed, and our friend believes…and walks!

Our faith story is nothing compared to the heroes mentioned in Hebrews 11. 
Ultimately, they were looking for the promise of God for the future—life in 
heaven with Jesus. Peace on earth, goodwill to men. Someday. Because of 
Jesus’ birth, His death for our sins and His victory over death, we will see Him 
face to face. By faith. 

Jeanne Johnson
Volunteer Missionary

Big Trout Lake
& Wapekeka, ON

Dear Jesus, thank You for the faith You give as we 
believe and trust in You as our Lord and Savior. 
We’re so honored to show Your love and Your ways 
to all of those You place in our presence. Help us to 
encourage the faith of others just as You encourage 
us. Amen.
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I have gone to Wollaston, Saskatchewan for eight years with a team from my 
church. I feel so blessed to call many in that community friends. They tell 

me how much they look forward to us coming and that it means a lot to them 
to have something to look forward to. 

With the approach of Christmas, I anticipate seeing family, reflecting on the 
blessings that I have, and celebrating the best gift of all -- Jesus. That’s what 
we do in Wollaston each year. My friends there have become like family that 
I get to spend one week a year with. God has put such a love for them on my 
heart, and they are an incredible blessing in my life. 

Each year when we leave, many come to see us off. Farewell words are spoken, 
hugs are shared, and tears shed before we step onto the plane. This year I was 
so touched by the picture shared on Facebook right after we left; a picture of 
some youth spelling out the word “LOVE” with their bodies. How fitting, since 
Jesus used His body to show love to the world as well.

God uses us, by means of our physical presence in their community, to bring 
the best gift of all to them in His Son, Jesus, and the love that He has for them. 
Their presence in my life has become one of God’s greatest gifts to me.

Darrel Buchholtz
Volunteer Missionary,

Wollaston, SK 
CFO, LAMP

December 6, 2019The gift of presence

“…who walk  in 
the light of your 
presence, Lord.”  
Psalm 89:15 (NIV)

Dear Lord, be present with all we love even when 
we can’t. Amen.

December 19, 2019The most precious gift

“Mary treasured up 
all these things and 
pondered them in 
her heart.” 

Luke 2:19 (NIV)

L istening intently from the back pew, thirteen-year-old Joe didn’t think he 
belonged up front with the rest of his friends, thinking he was too old to 

participate. His face lit up after I encouraged him to move up with the other 
kids who listened to the day’s Bible story.

Joe was with us every day, his interest never diminishing. I gave him a pre-
teen Bible book on the last day. Immediately, he sat down to leaf through its 
pages while his friends played outside. Later, I saw him leave with his jacket 
removed and that Bible book carefully wrapped inside.

What a wonderful gift we have received in being able to participate in a 
relationship with the Creator of the Universe! Even though we may be well-
acquainted with the Christmas story, it can still be fresh and exciting as it was 
with Mary and our friend Joe.  

What wonderful mercy and grace we have in Jesus Christ! Knowing full well 
the suffering He would endure for all of humanity, He still was obedient in 
leaving the glories of heaven to come to earth. For those who believe in Christ 
and repent of their sins, Christ’s birth brings joy and peace that overrules the 
difficulties we face daily.

Maura Leinonen
Volunteer Missionary

Tadoule Lake, MB

Father God, thank You for the precious gift of Jesus. 
May we all, with increasing joy, treasure Jesus in our 
hearts. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December 7, 2019Redemptive hope

“but those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like 
eagles...” Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)

The Bible contains many 
verses that convey the 

message of the glorious hope 
we have in the Lord. During 
this Advent season, we once 
again consider hope—the hope 
of eternal life through the 

redemptive work of Jesus through His birth, death and resurrection.

As we go to Kitamaat Village each spring and summer, it is the prayerful desire 
of our team to reflect God’s love to the people and to give them the message 
of hope in Jesus Christ. Hoping in the Lord is expecting that His promise of 
strength will help us to rise above life’s distractions and difficulties.  The analogy 
of soaring confidently like an eagle high above the treetops is so relevant to 
that part of Canada’s north. 

Through VBS material shared with the children and the devotion readings 
with the women during our evening tea gathering, we present the wonderful 
message of love and hope in Jesus. Often the people express their hope that 
we will come back the following year. It is wonderful to hear this, and we are 
ever grateful for their love and acceptance.  Our desire is to give all our friends 
in the North the hope of redemption through Jesus Christ.

Kathleen Galbraith-Robertson
Volunteer Missionary
Kitamaat Village, BC

Dear Lord, thank You for the hope we have 
in You.  May we all be able to clearly present 
the hope and peace found only in You. May 
we then have strength to ‘soar like eagles’! 
Thank you, Jesus.  Amen.

December 18, 2019Shelter from the cold

A s I write this, the winter temperature in Tadoule Lake is 25 degrees below 
zero Farenheit, a stark difference from the more comfortable temperatures 

we usually enjoy during VBS week. Protection from the cold environment is 
essential in the North. Thankfully, we have warm coats, homes with heaters 
and thick blankets to survive the cold.

We all live in a sinful world, and we feel the coldness of broken relationships, 
suffering and pain, and death of loved ones. Like protection from the natural 
elements, we also feel protection through kindness, healing and sometimes 
financial help. Thankfully, God provides for all our physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs with resources, comfort and the Holy Spirit.

Jesus came into the cold, sin-filled world to protect us. As He explained the 
Scriptures, listeners’ hearts were filled with the warmth of His love. Reading 
about Jesus’ birth, life and compassion moves us to help those around us and 
to share the warming gospel message of His life-saving journey from heaven 
to earth, to the cross and the grave, and to heaven again where He secured a 
safe place for all who trust Him.

Jonathan Leinonen
Volunteer Missionary

Tadoule Lake, MB

Lord Jesus, our hearts burn as Your love is revealed 
in the Scriptures. May we share Your love with others 
all the year through. Amen.

They said to each 
other, “Did not our 
hearts burn within 
us while he talked to 
us on the road, while 
he opened to us the 
Scriptures?”  

Luke 24:32 (KJV)
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December 8, 2019Encourage one another

“And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV)

A t the beginning of Advent 
I traveled to Southend, 

Saskatchewan with three VBS 
teachers from Minnesota.  
The forest looked fresh and 
beautiful, but the deep snow 
made travel challenging.

It is important to go to spend 
time with friends with whom we had shared our faith over the years.  We took 
gifts of winter clothing and blankets, and we visited as many people in the 
community as was possible.

The ladies wanted to spend quality time with their female friends, but time 
was short.  They spread the word, and to our amazement, 20 women came 
bringing moose meat and fish to share.  They longed for Christian fellowship 
and encouragement. We shared God’s word, our lives and prayers. We sang, 
celebrating the gift of our Savior Jesus.  

As the evening grew late, we exchanged Christmas blessings.  We agreed that, 
God willing, we would continue to meet again and through faith in our Savior 
Jesus, we would spend eternity together around God’s throne.

I pray you too will be blessed with the fellowship of friends and family as you 
celebrate the gift of Jesus this Christmas.

Ron Ludke
Executive Director, LAMP

Lord Jesus, lead us to stir one another up to love 
and do good works, encouraging one another in 
faith in You.

December 17, 2018Obstacles turn to blessings

Sometimes, God uses what we see as obstacles to further His perfect plan. 
When we arrived at our community this year, we were informed that the 

house we normally stay in had no running water due to pipes bursting, that 
our six-member team would need to share the three-bedroom house with the 
residing priest, and that there was only one key for the youth center, which 
needed to stay with the youth director.

The community provided us with clean drinking water, and the nursing station 
opened their doors to us for showers. Sharing the priest’s house allowed us to 
encourage each other in ministry and allowed him to meet many of the children 
of the community. Sharing the key allowed us to be more aware of community 
events and allowed for more interaction with the adults in the community.

Mary and Joseph had to overcome many obstacles to have baby Jesus—
pregnancy out of wedlock, traveling across country while pregnant, living in 
a stable, fleeing to a new land with a newborn to escape death. Yet these were 
all part of God’s Perfect Plan for Salvation.

How many blessings are we missing because we view them as obstacles? What 
challenges are we struggling to handle by ourselves when we should give them 
up to the LORD? Which obstacles get harder to handle around Christmas?

Hannah Kehe
Volunteer Missionary

Brochet, MB

LORD, thank you for making ALL things work for 
Your good and perfect will. Help us to trust in You 
when we must overcome obstacles. Give us a new, 
thankful perspective to challenges. Amen.

“And we know that 
in all things God 
works for the good of 
those who love him, 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n 
called according to 
his purpose.” 
Romans 8:28 (NIV)
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December 9, 2019Take up your cross

And he said to all, 
“If anyone would 
come after me, let 
him deny himself 
and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.” 

Luke 9:23 (ESV)

The opportunity to serve by traveling thousands of kilometers each summer 
to be with the good people of Sandy Bay reminds me of a trip taken just 

over 2000 years ago.  Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem under a decree by 
Caesar to take part in a census. Mary was very pregnant, and the rest is history!

One of my good friends that I met in the community two summers ago selflessly 
gives up his time to be with us and is always willing to help anybody do anything. 
I believe that gets to the point of the Bible verse.

I challenge you to find ways to “deny yourself” and “take up your cross daily.” 
This might be as simple as going to bed a little earlier in order to make it to 
church the next day. Find ways to serve and love just as Christ did for us. He 
is our perfect example.

If someone is in need…help. Let your actions point others towards the love 
that Jesus showed us. He died on the cross to take our place for our sins. He 
was perfect. We are not. We are in need of a Saviour. Jesus lovingly gave His 
life for us. He wants you to deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Him!  
Will you?

Bill Curry
Volunteer Missionary

Sandy Bay, SK

Lord, help me to take up my cross daily and follow 
your footsteps in loving and serving others. Amen.

December 16, 2019Jesus is the reason

“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 (NIV)

This verse is very familiar to 
many followers of Jesus. It 

is referred to as the “gospel in a 
nutshell” and is why God sent 
His Son Jesus to be born into 
the world.

The Kingfisher Lake community has been without a LAMP VBS team since 
2015.  When a newly-formed Angola, NY area team arrived in 2018, everyone 
was glad to receive them.

The team played a modified version of T-ball with the children. I was on first 
base. As each child ran up to me, I asked, “Whose birthday do we celebrate 
on Christmas day?” What surprised me was that most children didn’t know 
the answer!

Although I know the reason why LAMP’s mission teams and I go north, this 
just put an exclamation mark on it. That is the reality in each of these northern 
communities where LAMP serves. Imagine the thousands of children (and 
adults too) who still don’t know Jesus as their Saviour.                           

Jesus is the reason, not just for the Christmas season, but for all seasons and 
times so that we all can receive the same mercy, hope and joy in a Saviour who 
loves us and desires to live in us. 

Dennis Ouellette
Pastor-pilot, LAMP

Heavenly Father, help us to know fully the richness and 
power of the reason for the season.  May we be fully 
prepared for the celebration of His birth at Christmas 
and a joy, ever new. Amen.
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It’s the little things December 10, 2019

“ W h i l e  t h e y 
were there, the 
time came for 
the baby to be 
born, and she 
gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son.”  

Luke 2:6-7a 
(NLT)

You may be familiar with the saying “It’s the little things that count.”  As 
we spend time in the northern communities, this comes through loud 

and clear in so many ways; the smiles we see as we get off the plane and walk 
into the airport or the bright and dancing eyes the first time the kids see us 
in the grocery store.  It is the hugs we give or receive when the kids see us in 
their school or their laughter and excitement during a winter season trip.  It 
is spreading the wonderful message about a little baby born with an unselfish 
mission to forgive all our sins, giving full access to eternal life with Him in 
heaven!!

They also say big things come in small packages.  This is certainly reflected in 
the humble way Jesus came into this world.

During this Advent season, let’s pray that the Gospel message of Jesus Christ 
continues to be spread to even more of our Indigenous friends as we let the 
little things be the main things that lead us to the manger and our Saviour.

David Schneeberger
Volunteer Missionary

Shamattawa, MB

Heavenly Father, help us to make the little things 
be the big things as we keep our focus on You and 
the tremendous sacrifice You made for each of us 
with Your grace and mercy.  In the precious name 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray, amen.

December 15, 2019No room in the inn

“and she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest 
room available for them.”  

Luke 2:7 (NIV)

In previous years, our team has always been met by somebody from 
the community.  This year no one was at the airport when we arrived. 

Fortunately, a Band Council member had flown with us. Seeing our helpless 
faces, he phoned multiple people regarding our accommodations. He and 
another person even drove us around to find a place to no avail.

A team member recalled that she had communicated with a family in 
the community who offered us their home in the event of having no 
accommodations. They were away on a business trip. Feeling intrusive, but 
with no other option in view, we accepted. We were pleasantly surprised by 
this spacious home with all the amenities; soft Christian music playing and 
welcoming messages greeting us.

Mary and Joseph had no place to stay. The best the innkeeper could offer was 
shelter from the weather in the warmth of a stable. He gave all he could at 
that time.

It was God’s plan to have His Son humbly born. As a team, we had no “prepared 
inn,” but that was also God’s plan. Thank you to Sandy Lake First Nation for 
making us feel so welcomed!

Christine Lindner
Volunteer Missionary

Sandy Lake, ON

Abba Father, although there was no room in the inn, 
You provided a way for Your Son at the right time and 
place to bring salvation and comfort to all the people 
on earth. Amen.
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December 11, 2019Look at all those gifts!

“ N o w  t h e r e  a r e 
varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties 
of service, but the 
same Lord;  and 
there are varieties 
of activities, but it is 
the same God who 
empowers them all 
in everyone.” 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

(ESV)

Excitement built within me when I was young, anticipating Christmas and 
the piles of presents forming under the tree. Some of that enthusiasm for 

mysterious wrapped boxes has waned, although it still remains strong in my 
children!

My excitement about Christmas gifts has diminished, but I am increasingly 
moved when I see the gifts in the body of Christ come together for a common 
purpose. The apostle Paul tells us there are a variety of gifts, and this is on 
full display in our church as we prepare for our annual summer trip to Cross 
Lake, Manitoba.  Some are passionate about equipping us with Oreos, Goldfish 
Crackers, and Otter Pops. Others purchase Bibles and donate funds. Some 
travel north to teach, lead, cook, encourage, and serve. 

I am thankful that as we prepare for ministry to point people to the Saviour 
Jesus, we can say with excitement, “Look at all those gifts!” 

Jonathan Boll
Volunteer Missionary

Cross Lake, MB

Dear Lord, thank You for the amazing gifts You 
give Your Church. Help us to recognize that these 
are from You, and to use them to bring glory to 
Your name. In Jesus’ name, amen.

December 14, 2019Inspiring hope in Jesus

“For I know the 
plans I have for 
you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and 
not to harm you, 
plans to give you 
hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 
(NIV)

When I first served with LAMP, I left with many questions and doubts.
Will hope in Jesus grow in their hearts? Most importantly, will the 

Holy Spirit use our message?

As with Jeremiah, God knows what is in store for us as we continue to witness. 
Six years later, I returned to Brochet, MB, and the love and hope that Jesus 
gives thrives in our northern children. What a joy it was to share God’s message 
of love and salvation and to see the focus on increasing community ties.

Two women stayed with their children at VBS encouraging them to practice 
Bible verses, sing songs, and make crafts, and also encouraging other parents 
to meet us.  Teens visited and helped. Older girls came over nightly to play and 
chat, and one took us to meet her parents. We shared the community center 
with a youth counselor who promoted dances and sports. We gave Bibles so they 
could learn more about Jesus’ love. What a joy it is to see our little northern 
lights shine brightly for Jesus!

Jocelyn Theiss
Volunteer Missionary

Brochet, MB

Dear Lord, thank You for the hope You give. Please 
continue to encourage us to share Your Word and 
to inspire hope in those who have yet to hear Your 
message. Amen.
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December 12, 2019He is coming today!

“On Jordan’s bank the 
Baptist’s cry announces 
that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for 
he brings glad tidings of 
the King of kings!” 

LSB #344 V.1

The community of Shamattawa is located about 70 miles south of Hudson 
Bay, in northern Manitoba, right on the banks of God’s River. In the hymn 

On Jordan’s Bank, The Baptist’s Cry (LSB 344), John the Baptist announces 
that the promised Saviour’s coming is very near.

As we fly into our community of Shamattawa each summer, with God’s River 
below us, we too have the opportunity to share of Christ’s coming. Each member 
of our team may have his or her own way of telling the story of Jesus’ birth, 
life, death and resurrection. Whether we minister by reading, using song, or by 
just one-on-one sharing, this story that we are able to bring to the banks of the 
God’s River and into the community is the same true story John shared with 
those around him. This is same story foretold in the Old Testament prophecies, 
but now we get to share this wonderful message to our friends in Shamattawa.

Advent season is upon us. Like John the Baptist, let’s all remember to tell 
others of Jesus’ coming. Yes, He is coming today!

Leon Dawkins
Volunteer Missionary

Shamattawa, MB

Dear Lord, as we remember the advent of Your 
coming, we can be assured that You come to us today 
and every day. Open our own ears, hearts, and minds 
and also of those that we share Your gospel message 
with. Come Lord Jesus. Amen.

December 13, 2019Beautiful feet

“How beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who brings 
good news, the good news of peace and 
salvation, the news that the God of Israel 
reigns!” 

Isaiah 52:7 (NLT)

The team members disembarked 
from their bus and looked around 

at their new surroundings. As their 
supplies were unloaded for the week, the 

team was buzzing with excitement mixed with apprehension and uncertainty.  
This would be their first visit to the community of about 900 people in 
Deschambault Lake, Saskatchewan.  

That was five years ago. LAMP asks its volunteers to make a five-year 
commitment for the relationships between the team and community to grow.
There is no indication that this team is ready to pack it in. They have been 
faithfully returning to Deschambault three times a year! Their ministry has 
grown as they’ve developed deep relationships with the those in the community.

Each year, more children and adults attend VBS and events. When that school 
bus comes down that dusty road in the summer, it’s packed to the brim with 
clothing and donated items so the team can host a community “garage” sale 
and a dinner, hosting the community.

This past summer, I watched children taking part in the activities. Near the 
end of the day, the children listened to the story of Jesus and how He loves 
each of them.

I’m so thankful for the volunteers and for LAMP’s faithful leaders as their 
“beautiful feet” spread the good news of God’s love, peace and salvation. If 
not for you and them, the children in Deschambault may never hear the Good 
News of how much God loves them.

Andrew Anstey
Missionary Pilot

MAF & LAMP

Father, we give thanks that You sent Your Son who brings 
peace and salvation.  May He help us to really believe it 
in our hearts and choose to live it out this season. Amen.


