
hat an incredible
summer! 
My first summer as a LAMP

missionary was very busy and fulfilling. 

The Lord blessed me and my Missionary
Pilot, Andrew Anstey, with tremendous
flying weather. We were able to visit all of
our communities and teams.

Without exception, our
teams were incredibly
effective. They were
soaring!  This was not
only evident when
Andrew and I visited
each team during the
summer, but also when
we travelled to each
community in the fall.
When we spoke to the
community leaders, they
were very appreciative
and looking forward to
the next year.

When visiting the
communities, there
were opportunities
to take photos, perform some illusions
and even make some balloon animals.
But, the star of our team is my raccoon
puppet named Rocky.  The children may
forget Andrew’s and my name…but they
will never forget Rocky!  He looks and
moves as if he is alive, and the First
Nations children are extremely curious
(and a little nervous) when they see him
for the first time.

There were many special ‘God’ moments
throughout the summer, but one
extremely beautiful moment took place in
Sandy Bay, Saskatchewan.

During the spring, the Sandy Bay Team
(from Columbus, Nebraska) asked if they
could run a basketball sports outreach
during their time in the community. This
was very exciting to me as one of their
members is a basketball coach, and
basketball is HUGE in Sandy Bay. It was a
little problematic getting approval to use
the school gym, but access was granted.

Andrew and I arrived
in Sandy Bay while
the coach was
conducting his
outreach. It was
amazing to see these
‘rough-and-ready’
youth working
together to improve
in the sport that they
love so much. The
coach also provided
life-coaching that
included the Gospel
message and prayer.

Each afternoon there
was a beautiful sight
when the coach was

surrounded by the youth at centre court
with their hands raised in prayer. When I
spoke with the coach after everyone had
left, he was visibly moved and simply said
that he had prayed for this opportunity for
quite some time. God again proves to be
faithful and answers
prayer in greater ways
than we can ask
or imagine. =

God Is Faithful
By Gordon Gilbey, Missionary Staff
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Sandy Bay basketball youth united in prayer.



The Gift By Dennis Ouellette, LAMP’s pastor-pilot
ne of the traditions of
Christmas is the giving of
gifts. Moreover, it’s a

celebration of the ultimate gift
God gave us in His son Jesus,
who took on the sin of the world
providing redemption from
eternal death and granting eternal
life to all believers. And, the Lord
continues to give us gifts
throughout our lives, doesn’t He?
This year, I received a special gift
in the form of a place called
Sioux Lookout, Ontario.

Sioux Lookout was originally
chosen as my base of operation
this summer because of its
advantages. It ended up being
even more than expected. Access
to free aircraft and vehicle parking
as well as provision of routine
aircraft service and maintenance
were made available. Since 90%
of our teams traveling to Ontario
communities go via Sioux
Lookout, this gave me additional
opportunities to meet with teams
on their way to and from
communities, to provide updates,
and debrief after their busy times
sharing the gospel.

However, the most surprising gift
came as a result of First Nations
people in these northern Ontario
communities coming to Sioux
Lookout for medical care!

One evening, I received a text
message from a friend in
Weagamow Lake. Her brother had
been flown out on a medivac
flight and would be in the
emergency room at the hospital.
Would I be able to meet with
him? I drove into town and
prayed with him right there in the
emergency room. The next day, I
met his sister at the airport and
took her to the hospital hostel
where her brother was staying
while undergoing tests. 

A few days later, I received another
text that a man from Sandy Lake
had fallen and cracked his hip.
He also had been airlifted to
Sioux Lookout. Again, I was able
to visit, read Scripture and pray
with him and his wife.

What a gift God blessed me
with— becoming the hospital
chaplain for First Nations people
in Sioux Lookout! It opened

doors to expand the ministry way
beyond the boundaries of the
individual communities.

God blessed the ministry of
LAMP to touch the lives of our
volunteer missionary teams and
His people of the communities in
ways not previously possible.
And, as relationships develop
more broadly and deeply, it will
become a vital ministry the Lord
will use to serve His people up
North. This is what LAMP is all
about…to tangibly live out the
Gospel of Jesus Christ so that His
people can experience His love
and care personally.

All of this would not be possible
without the support of LAMP’s
many volunteers and partners in
ministry. As God’s Word from 2
Corinthians 3:3 says, “You show
that you are a letter from Christ, the
result of our ministry, written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone
but on tablets of human hearts”.

As you celebrate the gift of the
Christmas Christ, remember to
also celebrate the gifts God has
given to each of us to serve His
people, especially so the gospel
can touch more and more lives in
northern Canada. =

www.lampministry.org
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The Cat Lake team from St. Paul, Minnesota.

The Big Trout Lake team in Sioux Lookout
sharing a devotion and singing. 



certainly found a lot of that the
week she was with us. A troubled
soul in a beautiful little child of
God that needed reassurance and
some love. I’m glad we were able
to be there for her.

Adjacent to the church is a small
cemetery. One day at VBS, during
the games, I saw Marty (a regular
attendee of VBS) sitting beside a
new grave, head down, sad. I
went over and sat down beside
him and talked to him. He told
me about his dad and how much
he missed him. I told him about
our heavenly Father and about
his Saviour Jesus Christ who rose

from the grave, just like this
one, and promised to bring
back from the dead on the
last day all who trust and
believe in Him. I told him
about heaven. I sat with him
for a good while.

He said quietly, “thank you”.

That picture of the boy
sitting by his dad’s grave is
ingrained in my mind and
reminded me of why we

spend all the time, effort and
money to go up to communities
like Sachigo Lake. It was a
moment I won’t forget.

I’m glad we experienced those
God moments. God provided so
that we were able to share our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
with all we came in contact with.

=

od moments are those
little times during the day
when we felt the hand of

God’s guidance, a moment of
spiritual growth or purposeful
ministry. Often these might
appear as circumstantial or
coincidental; however, they
reminded us of why we were
there and the simple joy of
spreading the gospel.

On day one of Vacation Bible
School, a pickup truck pulled up,
and the elderly lady inside rolled
down the window to ask if her
son could come. He was 21 and
sitting in the back seat, head
down, shy. He had special
needs and was back in the
community after being
away for some years. We
were told he can get angry
very quickly but won’t
lash out at anyone. He
didn’t know the other
children.

The elderly woman said,
“I want you to teach him
about Jesus.”

I told her, “Of course we will. He
is welcome.”

This is one of those God
moments because this year we
had along on our team, Kim, who
is an educational assistant and
works with children with special
needs. Needless to say, this young
man had a good time. He loved
doing the craft and was back the
next day, and the next.

A girl by the name of Monica*
(*name changed to protect the
family’s privacy) who has attended
VBS for the past three years also
showed up. Monica was a chubby
little girl always with a scowl on
her face. We nicknamed her the
queen bee because she is very
bossy to the other kids and even
us at times, and she’s tough as
nails. She’d always cry if she
didn’t get her way. Monica and
her brothers lost their mom three
years ago. They all had behavioral
issues, and they all came to VBS.
That’s what we remember about
this girl from years past.

Monica is growing up. Still bossy,
but get this. Monica came to
watch us play baseball against the
local boy’s team. And afterwards,
she bought a slushy for Megan
(one of our Sachigo Lake team
members) and then came to the
radio station with us. Monica
loves being with us. I’ll say that
again. Monica loves being with us.
She just wanted to be loved and

God Moments in Sachigo
By Pastor Brad Schollenberg, Peace Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, MB
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Volunteer missionaries from Peace Lutheran Church.



s I look back at my first
summer as a LAMP
missionary staff in

northern British Columbia, it
was incredible to see how and
where God was at work. 

My highlight in Old Hazelton,
B.C. was being able to help the
LAMP team lead music during
their evening devotion and
bonfire. At the end of the
campfire, a young girl asked one
of my favorite quotes, “What are
you guys doing here?”

I shared that we were there to
teach about Jesus by doing crafts,
games, and lessons. She paused
and then said, “I might come
tomorrow.” 

Although she never did show,
each day we had some different
kids attending. I’m praying she
will come next year. (P.S. Canada
(Old Hazelton) played against
USA and the Canadians won.)

In the community of Gitanyow,
my home church and my family
served. It’s the church’s eleventh
year teaching VBS and my
family’s fifth. Our afternoons
included sports camp at the

soccer field.
Since the field was
badly overgrown, I borrowed a
mower. After three hours, only half
of the field was mowed, and I was
covered in mosquito bites!

Evening activities for older youth
and adults included a community
dinner with a carnival, video
games, and open gym. Each night
concluded with singing and
devotions lead by different team
members.

My highlight of the week in
Gitanyow was having one of the
elders in the community say, “It’s
great having you guys here, but we
need to learn how we can do this
for our own people.”

I replied, “That’s a great question.
Let’s see what we can do together
about that.” I’m praying and
gathering insight on how best to
do this.

In New Hazelton, a team of “go
getters” hosted VBS in “The Fire
Church” — a log cabin. Every
detail and activity was well
organized. They worked very well
together, considering three of the
team members were related.

Following afternoon VBS,
activities were held in the field
next to the church. They also had
an evening of activities for older
youth and a family night.
Although attendance was slow
on the first day, more kids came
once we secured a bus and driver
from the community!

The Kitamaat Village team was
accompanied by none other than
Shelly Teschke, LAMP’s Director
of Mission Opportunities and
her family. Every evening, after
VBS, they held ladies’ crafts
nights. One night their team
accepted an invite to a reception
next to the church and spent
one-on-one time with more
women from the village.

It was so amazing to see how the
Holy Spirit provided unplanned
opportunities for our mission
teams to serve in different ways
across the borders. It will be
exciting to see where God opens
even more doors next year to
reach people with the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ.=
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Across the borders...
By Nathan Schmidt, Missionary Staff

Sports camp with the Old Hazelton team from Arizona.
The soccer match was organized by a local First Nations person. 


