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God’s perfect timing
by Anke Berner

Our LAMP mission team 
was originally going 
to visit Grandmother’s      

Bay in July but the forest fires in northern 
Saskatchewan prevented us from going 
then. So we rescheduled 
our trip for the weekend 
of October 17 and 18. We 
packed our van full to the 
top with many donations 
from members of Bethel 
Lutheran Church 
(Sherwood Park, AB) and 
the cost of our rental van was generously 
covered by Bethel’s LWMLC.

On Saturday morning, my team—
Diana Zander, Marilyn Witte, Kathleen 
Galbraith-Robertson—and I quickly 
settled into the well-practiced routine of 
setting up for the community 
supper for that evening and 
preparing for the weekend 
VBS, when horrible news 
came about a teacher’s 
homicide. We were asked 
to continue with VBS and 
afterwards the community 
leaders would address the 
school children. We firmly 
believe our team was called to 
be in Grandmother’s Bay for 
such a time as this.

We thank you so much 
for your prayers for our team 

and for the grieving community; we four felt 
very uplifted. God helped us by providing 
the right words to share, by encouraging 
us to show compassionate action and by 
giving us peace and faith. The children and 
the community were reassured that God 

does indeed love each one 
of them. Because of God’s 
perfect timing, we had a 
higher than usual number 
of children attend the two-
day VBS and women attend 
the second evening event, 
meaning that more people 

could be reached by God’s Word. Several 
people in the community expressed their 
gratitude for LAMP which affirmed the hard 
work and preparation that all mission teams 
do. Thank YOU for blessing the people of 
Grandmother’s Bay.

We firmly believe our 
team was called to be in 
Grandmother’s Bay for 

such a time as this.
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How your support is taking the Gospel
to the ends of the earth

www.lampministry.org

Our donors say…

LAMP communities say…

“WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
missionary pastor-pilot, Dennis 
Ouellette. I pray that he and 

all our pastor-pilots 
fly safely…and on 
“angels’” wings 
bringing love and light 
to all of the families of 
the north (as many as 
can be reached)…”

“WE WOULD 
LIKE TO take this 
opportunity to help 
you out financially 
so the good news of 

the Gospel may go forth among 
the people of the north who 
have often so little access to it, 

realizing that you are the true 
heroes in making that happen.  
It is so neat to see that small 
aircraft can be useful tools to 
accomplish this mission…I pray 
that many would come to the 
Lord through your hard work.”

“THANK YOU FOR 
SENDING me a copy of your 
Advent Devotions for this year. 
I truly enjoy getting them. I 
shall always remember my VBS 
visit to Kingfisher Island. Keep 
shining your light on our native 
Canadians in the far north.”

“IT WAS SHARED that the 
presence of having a team in 
the community encourages, 
particularly Christians... They 
then realize that others care 
about the challenges they face 
and that we all belong to the one 
family of God.” ~Bearskin Lake

“NOT ONLY ARE the children’s 
lives being changed, but the 

adults as well look 
forward to the time 
the Bible people 
come to Hall Lake 
to learn more about 
Jesus and His love 
for us.”  

~Hall Lake

“THE CHILDREN 
really look forward 

to 
it. It 
(VBS and the 
week) gives 
them something 
good to do.”    
~Wollaston

“LAMP HAS 
MADE a 
difference in 
the community. 
LAMP shows 

care and love to the children. 
They get to hear about Jesus 
and His love and experience it 
through the team.”      

~Cross Lake

“YES, LAMP HAS IMPACTED 
the community. LAMP brings 
comfort and hope to the 
children and community.” 

~Garden Hill
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LAMP has no paid 
fundraisers. We carefully steward 
your investment so that it makes a 
difference in people’s lives. LAMP 
ministries’ (Canada and USA) 
yearly expenses include:

v Gospel shared with 
over 5000 children, youth and 
adults (LAMP is often the only 
Christian witness provided.)

v Thousands of volunteer 
hours sacrificially given in 
order to provide love, hope and 
the Gospel to communities in 
northern Canada

v Almost a quarter of a 
million dollars that about 400 
volunteers pay directly (out-of-
pocket) for costs involved in 
running VBS and other projects

v 17 VBS communities 
were reached by plane, 1 by train, 
1 by ferry, and 23 by vehicle; 
additional communities were 
served by LAMP in other ways

v Year-round ministry is 
becoming significant (through 
social media, visits, and other 
projects)

Our volunteers say…

A few facts…

“THE BEST EXPERIENCE 
for me is seeing the kids and 
teaching them the word of God. 
You can tell by the looks on 
their faces that after spending 

the week with us they now have 
a better understanding and 
hope! :) “

“IT IS WITH GREAT JOY and 
humility that I send this gift 
of $100 for LAMP. Earlier this 
month, Ben, Danelle & I gave 
a presentation to the Christian 

Women’s Brunch sharing with 
them our work in Tadoule Lake.  
They took up an offering and 
surprised me with this gift for 
LAMP. I praise God for this 

ministry and the ability to serve 
Him alongside you! To Him be 
ALL the glory!”

“I REALLY LIKE the people, 
the uniqueness of each person 
I met. The hardest part was 
missing the people from KI (Big 
Trout Lake) when I got home….

God showed me that He likes to 
use imperfect people. We were 
crazy, silly and far from the “A 
team”…I am very glad to have 
gone.”

“ROB AND I WENT with 
Solomon to visit a dying shut-in 
man, sang carols, and prayed 
with him. Was he happy! Even 
though English was his second 
language he loved the carols! I 
had brought 25 nicely bound 
carol books that I had made 
that contain every Christmas 
song you can think of in them. 
We used them on numerous 
occasions. I left them with the 
community.  I think Solomon 
really liked that. The grandmas/
elders really appreciated them 
and used them later that week 
on the radio.”
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LAMP Mission Statement
LAMP is a cross-cultural ministry sharing Jesus Christ with God’s people in remote areas of Canada.

4966-92 Ave NW, Edmonton, AB T6B 2V4

Box 480167, New Haven, MI 48048

tel 800-307-4036 x fax 780-466-6733

Donations can be made at our website

www.lampministry.org
L.A.M.P. - Lutheran 
Association of Missionaries 
and Pilots Inc. is a member of 

Individual gifts are acknowledged with an official receipt for income tax purposes, and are tax deductible as allowed by law. Each gift designated toward a board-approved program will be used 
as designated, with the understanding that when any given need has been met, designated gifts will be used where needed most.

www.lampministry.org

Hello, I’m Dave 
Smith, and I 
am honored 
God has called 

me to serve Him as a missionary 
to the indigenous people in 
northern Canada. My wife 
Melanie and I have been blessed 
with two children—Heather, 
16, and Daniel, 13—and live in 
Leawood, Kansas, a suburb of 
Kansas City.

My path to LAMP was 
certainly non-standard. I was 
a US Air Force pilot for 20 
years, flying tankers, trainers 
and reconnaissance aircraft 
worldwide. After retiring in 

Omaha, I went through 
a lay-ministry program 
through the Nebraska 
District of the LCMS 
and volunteered with 
LAMP’s Big Trout Lake 
team. While teaching at 
a university in Omaha, 
the Lord called me to 
fly with Pastor-Pilot 
Bill Ney for three 
summers; Bill and I 
visited communities in 
Ontario and eastern Manitoba 
that were served by LAMP VBS 
teams.  Most recently, I was on 
the LAMP Ministry, Inc. Board 
of Directors assisting with 
the governance side of LAMP.  

Meet a new member of the LAMP team

This past summer we moved 
to Kansas City, where I got a 
job with the Federal Aviation 
Administration. I thought my 
participation in LAMP was going 
to be limited to board meetings 
and maybe teaching a VBS, but 
the Lord had a different plan in 
mind and called me to serve as a 
missionary. I’m sure many of you 
LAMP veterans can give a similar 
story of how God has prepared 
you for ministry, be it as a VBS 
volunteer, prayer partner, donor 
or staff.

I look forward to teaming 
with our volunteers, staff, and 
our supporters so we can spread 
the Gospel to the First Nations of 
Canada via LAMP’s ministry. 

Peace, Dave Smith


