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Hope Notes open hearts
by Jonathan Boll, Volunteer Missionary, Cross Lake, Manitoba

Twelve months is too 
long to go without seeing 

them.

This year is our team’s 
tenth year of ministry to 
the people of Cross Lake, 
Manitoba. For the past 

three years, we have been 
making winter trips to 
Cross Lake in addition 
to our summer Vacation 
Bible School trips. We do 
this because winters can be 
long and hard, and there is need for 
a bit of encouragement. I’m talking 
about winters in Montana, where our 
mission team is from, and the fact 
that we need encouragement. The 
same can be be said of the winters 
and people of Cross Lake, too! The 

truth is, we miss our northern friends, and 
twelve months is too long to go without 
seeing them.  

Before the trip, our team put together 
a list of people in Cross Lake 
who we felt could use some 
special encouragement and 
support. We then asked our 
congregation to get involved by 
writing “Hope Notes” to each 

of these people. Have you ever tried writing 
a heartfelt note to someone you don’t even 
know? It can be awkward, at best, but our 
congregation responded to the call, and we 
took approximately 50 personalized letters 
and delivered them to people in Cross Lake.  

As recipients opened their “Hope Notes,” 
we witnessed God opening hearts! One 
lady who received a letter has a son who is 
battling drug addiction and recently tried to 
commit suicide. Concern for her son and for 
the struggles he is facing are a great burden 
on her soul. As she read her “Hope Note” 
she was dumbfounded. How could it be that 
some American from Montana, who she 
had never met, understood exactly what she 
was going through? The author of the letter 
shared that she also has a son who is battling 
addiction and suicidal tendencies, and her 
heart is also breaking for her boy. These 
two ladies not only share the same fears and 
burdens, they also share the same first name! 
The letter went on to say that despite these 

Hope Notes bring many smiles
continued next page

VOLUME 50 NO. 1
SPRING 2018



www.lampministry.org

2

struggles there is hope. We have 
this great hope, because we 
have One who understands our 
every situation, our every hurt, 
and our every fear. His name is 
Jesus!  

As the letters were delivered, 
it resulted in many smiles, some 
laughs, and even a few tears. It 
was clear that God used these 
simple words from complete 
strangers to encourage, 
strengthen and bless. In some 

Hope Notes, continued

Photos from upper left, clockwise: A group of children open their gifts; making generational connections; at the hockey rink; best 
buddies pose for the photographer.

cases, the story did not end in 
Cross Lake. A number of those 
who received “Hope Notes” were 
so blessed by them that they, in 
turn, wrote back to people in 
Montana. And so the blessings 
continue…  

You may recall that in 2016 over 150 
students were on a suicide watch after 
six suicides and a number of attempts in 
Cross Lake, Manitoba. Subsequently, the 
community declared a state of emergency. 
Here is a photo of the Billings, Montana, 
LAMP team members braving cold 
temperatures on their recent winter visit to 
walk around the school buildings, praying 
for the children and the staff. LAMP also 
encourages each of our supporters to lift up 
the needs of all of our northern communities 
in Canada in their prayers.
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Trudging through the bitter 
cold and the snow, God sent us 
26 brave little souls to hear of 
His great love for them. Some 
came alone, some were brought 
by their parents, yet all were 
anxious to spend time with us in 
God’s Word.  

I always feel I get back more 
than I give on these trips. This 
time my reward came on our 
final day. Little Katie was busy 
colouring and listening to a 
conversation between another 
student and one of our team 
members about what it meant 
to be a Christian. When Katie 
called me over, she looked up 
from her sheet and very seriously 
asked, “Judi, do you have to be a 
Christian for God to love you?” 
Before I could answer her face lit 
up, and she broke out in a smile. 
“No, I guess not…He loves the 
world, doesn’t He?” 

For God so loved who?
by Judi Luckhardt, Volunteer Missionary and LAMP Director

You never know what 
to expect when you 
make a visit to your 
LAMP community 

in the winter. After planning 
and packing for weeks, we set 
off for Hall Lake in the dark 
the morning of December 27. 
The long-range forecast was 
for cold and more cold. We 
drove the 12 hours (pulling two 
loaded trailers) and arrived late 
that night to a bone-chilling 
temperature of -38C. As 
predicted, the temperatures just 
got worse from there! The next 
morning, we woke to -42C, then 
down to -48C. With the wind 
chill, it reached -51C just about 
every night.   

I can actually hear you 
thinking, seriously?!? Surely, 
there had to have been a better 
time to go. But was there? The 
weather is something our Hall 
Lake families deal with all the 
time so that was not the reason.   

At Christmas, we have the 
opportunity to go to church to 
celebrate our Saviour’s birth. We 
have many options—different 
times and different places. The 
little church on the hill in Hall 
Lake sits empty at Christmas, no 
pastor to deliver the Christmas 
message to our little community 
out in the middle of the northern 
boreal forest, no one to tell the 
story of Jesus birth. Unless we go. 

For our Christmas Bible 
Camp this year, we choose 
to use John 3:16. Our music, 

games, object lessons, crafts, 
and story time all centred 
around the gospel message. 
With the plummeting 
temperatures and no 
transportation for the kids, we 
had no idea how many would 
show up.

Judi and friends listening to the Christmas 
story.

The band council asked us to be 
judges for their Christmas lighting 
and tree contest in Hall Lake 
and a neighbouring community. 
Since judging meant going inside 
people’s homes, we decided it was 
an opportune moment to present a 
quilt. Every family was so happy to 
receive this gift! The photo is of one of 
the Hall Lake recipients with a quilt 
made with love from Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Sherwood Park, AB. The 
next day, one of the children who 
attended our Christmas Bible school 
remarked how his little brother was 
so warm the night before because of 
the quilt provided!

Judi
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For the first time in 
Red Sucker Lake, a 
gathering of over 40 
women from both 

churches in the community 
was facilitated in January 
through a joint effort of LAMP 
volunteer missionaries and local 
Indigenous women.

Ranging in age from 14 to 
86, workshop participants were 
taught lessons learned from 
the women of the Bible, how 
we are different and yet the 
same. Overall focus was on the 
importance of coming together 
in Christ, sister-to-sister, to live 
out our primary purpose in 
life—to love and serve our Lord 
and Saviour!

One of the breakout sessions 
included lessons on beading 
that many of the younger 
women had never done before. 
This was led by one of our 
Indigenous team members 
with help from others in the 
community.

This was an amazing 
experience, and although a first 
of its kind for these women, it 
won’t be the last! The women 
agreed to come together to learn 
more and to encourage and 
support one another on a weekly 
or bi-weekly schedule.

One of the attendees 
commented that the only time 
the community gets together is 
when someone passes away. She 
said, “It has brought blessings 
and closeness of the community. 

Sister 2 Sister: bringing a community together
by Sue Folger, Volunteer Missionary, Red Sucker Lake, Ontario

And everyone had a different 
story to share. Everyone enjoyed 
being together.” 

A young mother’s email 
following the gathering said, “I 
really enjoyed myself along with 
my kids...and loved the Word 
that was brought forth. I so love 
serving Him and also spending 
time with you ladies. For sure, 
I’ll bring my babies when you 
guys come during the summer. 
They just love Bible stories...with 
that, I miss you ladies.”

By invitation from the 
community, we will be keeping 
in touch throughout the year 
and planning with the women 
for another gathering in 2019. 
Many hands made all of this 
possible—volunteers, LAMP, 
Thrivent Financial, Family 
Services, the Chief, and the 
community, as well as other 
individual donors. Praise and 

thanks to the Lord for all He 
has done!

P.S. At the time of writing 
this, a ladies’ Bible study and 
pot-luck had already been 
scheduled by the sister-to-sister 
group of Red Sucker Lake. 

Mmmm…good!

Beading session participant
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We’ve been back 
for a while now 
from our mid-
winter visit to 

our community of Shamattawa, 
Manitoba. All I can think 
about is the fantastic time we 
had visiting the school and 
community. 

We were able to go into each 
classroom and visit with the 
kids, sing songs, hand out dog 
tags with a cross on one side 
and a Bible verse on the other, 
and glow-in-the dark bracelets 
with Scripture verses on them. 
Pastor Dennis was able to talk 
to the students about prayer and 
how and when to pray, using 
the Lutheran Hour Ministries 
booklet, “Learning to Pray.” We 
were able to distribute knitted 
toques and scarves (made with 
love by the knitters at our home 
church, Trinity Lutheran, in 

Let it shine
by Lori & Leon Dawkins, Dave & Shawn Schneeberger, Volunteer Missionaries, Shamattawa

Warm in our new knitted toques from Trinity Lutheran in 
Fergus Falls, MNLots of fun and laughter playing the Saran ball game

Fergus Falls, MN,) as well as 
donated gloves, mittens and 
other cold-weather gear that 
Pastor-Pilot Dennis brought. 
The children enjoyed a craft of 
making little edible airplanes out 
of red sugar wafers. Our team 
also helped serve the children 
breakfast as part of their 
breakfast program at the school. 

It has been a tough school 
year so far, with many classes 
unable to start in the fall due 
to lack of teachers, etc., so we 
wanted to let them know that 
we appreciate their efforts and 
recognize how they go over 
and above in their profession 
in such cold, dark and remote 
surroundings.  Hence, we 
cooked and served chili and 
cornbread to over 50 teachers, 
staff, administrators, school 
board members, and friends at 
a Teacher/Staff Appreciation 

supper. After the supper, we 
helped them play a Saran 
ball game that began with 
apprehension but ended with 
a room full of smiles, loud 
laughter, and joy as the group of 
all ages had a fabulous time.

An interaction with a teacher 
touched my heart. She sincerely 
thanked us for coming and said 
that every time we come, it’s like 
a light comes into the school for 
a short time. Tears welled up 
in my eyes, as this has always 
been our prayer—that the light 
of Christ burn brightly in this 
dark community. Later, I smiled 
through tears of gratitude as I 
looked at the verse on the dog 
tag I wore around my neck, 
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet, 
and a light for my path” (Psalm 
119:105). 
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God is opening doors 
to accomplish 
His plans. What 
a whirlwind of 

ministry in the North thus far!

Only five days into January, 
I was in Cross Lake, Manitoba, 
with 13 members of the LAMP 
mission team that lead summer 
Vacation Bible School. The team 
came prepared for a busy time 
during their winter visit, and it 
certainly was! 

A highlight was the delivery 
of “Hope Notes” and gifts to 
several dozen families. Our 
group conducted a prayer walk 
around the elementary school 
praying for the children’s safety 
and peace. Evenings were full of 
noise and fun as the gym was 
opened for children and youth 
to come hang out with us.

A new year: God opens more doors
by Dennis Ouellette, LAMP pastor-pilot

I led a worship service for 
the community at the school, 
while the team orchestrated 
Sunday school, crafts and 
even a scavenger hunt! It was a 
wonderful time of worshipping 
and learning for the families 
that attended. Connections to 

the community and the children 
are strong, with ongoing 
support and encouragement in 
their faith in Jesus Christ.

My next winter trip, which 
was to the northern Manitoba 

Kingfisher Lake parenting workshop participants

continued next page

LAMP team members for Shamattawa cooked for two days while in the community in preparation for a teacher/staff 
appreciation dinner they had planned. The team’s luggage overage on their flight to the North was almost 300 pounds! 
Although fewer people attended than anticipated, many enjoyed the dinner and were blessd by a take-home meal as well.
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Learning how to pray!

community of Shamattawa, 
exceeded all of our expectations. 
Since there had been a large 
turnover in school staff, the 
LAMP VBS team and myself 
were somewhat apprehensive. 
Our fears were allayed!

We stayed at the school 
and were well-received in the 
classrooms. Activities included 
singing songs, leading a 
devotion on prayer, and handing 
out booklets on how to pray.  
We also distributed gloves and 
knitted toques that two U.S. 
churches had donated. Many of 
the children were seen wearing 
their gifts the next day.

In addition, the Shamattawa 
team put on an appreciation 
dinner for the school staff and 
prepared gift bags for each of the 
teachers, assistants, bus drivers, 
and administration. The chili 
supper and saran ball game 
afterwards were huge hits. In 
return, school staff presented 
us with a homemade thank you 

card personally signed with 
notes written by each one. God 
opened more doors to build even 
deeper relationships than before 
with the people of Shamattawa. 

My first week of February 
was spent at a ministry school 
organized by Bishop Lydia 
Mamakwa in Kingfisher Lake, 
Ontario, facilitating a parenting 
workshop for Indigenous pastors 
and elders of surrounding 
communities. (Steve 
Dreher, our sainted 
pastor-pilot, had been 
a past participant and 
taught theological 
classes.)

Between copious 
note-taking, discussion 
of culture and families 
and how things are 
affecting them both, it 
was four intensive half-
days. Consensus was 
to have it again in the 
summer where the 
group could re-learn 
alongside more pastors 

A new year,  continued

Please join us in welcoming 
Hans G. Springer who has 

joined LAMP and will assist 
LAMP Ministry in serving our 
supporters in the United States.

Springer has just retired as 
Associate Executive Director, 
Mission Advancement for The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. He most recently 
served as Associate Executive 
Director for Fund Development 
with LCMS World Relief and 

Springer joins LAMP team
Human Care in St. Louis, MO. 
His career accolades include 
ALDE’s President’s Award for 
Outstanding Volunteer Service 
and ALDE’s prestigious Virgil 
Anderson Award. 

Springer is a member of 
the Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection in Sunset Hills, 
MO where he serves as the 
congregation’s president. He and 
his wife Marie have two grown 
children and two grandchildren. 

who couldn’t attend this winter 
session. It’s truly an example of 
the way God opens doors, so 
people will be encouraged in 
the faith and life of Jesus Christ. 
And it’s your support of LAMP 
that allows us to go through 
those open doors to share the 
love and Gospel of Jesus Christ 
on trips like these. You are truly 
touching lives in the North!

Hans Springer
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LAMP Mission Statement
LAMP is a cross-cultural ministry sharing Jesus Christ with God’s people in remote areas of Canada.

4966-92 Ave NW, Edmonton, AB T6B 2V4

Box 480167, New Haven, MI 48048

tel 800-307-4036 x fax 780-466-6733

Donations can be made at our website

www.lampministry.org
L.A.M.P. - Lutheran 
Association of Missionaries 
and Pilots Inc. is a member of 

Individual gifts are acknowledged with an official receipt for income tax purposes, and are tax deductible as allowed by law. Each gift designated toward a board-approved program will be used 
as designated, with the understanding that when any given need has been met, designated gifts will be used where needed most.

Our donors, prayer partners, and volunteer 
missionaries enable LAMP to continue to share 
Jesus Christ with the next generation of God's 
people in remote areas of Canada. We could not 
do this work without you. May you all be blessed 
abundantly, just as you have blessed our ministry!


