


If you are a volunteer, thank you for serving with us this summer. We pray that God would protect 
you in your travels, and bless you as you share His love with our friends in northern Canada. We 
know that it is a lot of work to prepare for and lead a Vacation Bible School and other programs. 
We are so thankful for your servant hearts.

If you are a prayer partner, thank you for supporting LAMP and our teams in this way. Being a 
prayer partner is vital to LAMP’s ministry and we are so grateful for your faithful prayer support. 

If you are one of our precious friends in the North, thank you for welcoming us into your 
community. We are keeping you close in prayer. We value your friendship and thank God for you. 
May you always be reminded of His great love for you!

If any of you have specific prayer requests, we would be honoured to pray for you. You can 
submit those confidentially online at: http://www.lampministry.org/prayer-requests/ or by phoning the 
LAMP office at 1-800-307-4036 ext 1.

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:3-6

http://www.lampministry.org/prayer-requests/


LAMP’s ministry staff make it a priority to connect with Christian leaders or clergy in each northern community 
where LAMP serves. In addition to the myriad of normal ministry and counseling duties in the far North, ministry 
staff arrange for and supervise all of the short-term mission teams as they teach Vacation Bible School, lead 
sports camps, youth and adult programs in the summer months and when they visit communities throughout the 
year. While volunteers are not in communities, the ministry staff continues to visit Christian leaders in the 
community, connect with volunteer missionaries, and support Christian growth within the community by leading 
parenting and family workshops and responding in times of crisis to offer prayers and support. As volunteers, 
you are called to the communities that you are serving in, and as a result you are not only supporting the 
people of that community, but working in partnership with the ministry staff. 



We ask that you would keep all of LAMP’s ministry staff in your prayers this summer. Below are some specific 
prayer request from LAMP field staff. 

Ron Ludke 
† that LAMP missionaries will make special 
personal connections with people in the 
community that need most to be touched by 
God's love
† that this will be a season where forest fires 
and other fires will be manageable
† that we will find ways to stay connected and 
be able to minister year round

Dennis Ouellette
† for spiritual wisdom and insight as the teams 
prepare to go to their communities
† for safe travel for LAMP’s teams and 
missionaries on the ground and in the air
† for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of the 
children and the communities to strengthen their 
faith in Jesus
† for good health for the teams and missionaries

Nathan Schmidt
† for open hearts and minds to receive the 
gospel message 
† for safe travels and teams to build stronger 
ministries for each of their communities 
† that people would resist the temptations of 
drugs and alcohol

Andrew Anstey
† that the planes would run well mechanically and 
safely
† that the pilots, safety pilots and missionaries 
would be alert, attentive and kept safe during                     
the many flights throughout the summer
† for favourable weather so that communities can 
be reached by plane in order to support and 
encourage our volunteers and community 
members

Gord Gilbey
† For many special "God Moments" during the 
summer programs to strengthen the children and 
communities and encourage the team members
† For the Lord's peace and love to be evident in 
the communities both while the team is present 
and long after they return home

Please also pray for God’s protection, health, and 
encouragement of our mission staff’s families 
while they are away and as some serve beside 
them in the mission field:
† Dennis’ wife, Teri
† Gord’s wife, Kim
† Nathan’s wife, Tina and their children Caleb, 
Taber and Isaac
† Ron’s wife, Sheryl and their children, Andrea and 
Joanna
† Andrew’s wife, Linnea



July and August are busy months for LAMP volunteer missionaries. In these months, over 300 volunteer 
missionaries serve in nearly 40 communities in northern Canada. Please keep each of these volunteers and 
the communities that they serve in, in your prayers this summer. Below is a list of the volunteer team 
locations, the week they are serving, and the community they will be serving in. 



GRACE
Written by Ron Ludke, Executive Director
 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. Romans 3:23-24 NIV
 
People in your church, friends with you on this mission and the people you serve on your missionary 
journey are all sinners.  We live in a broken world with broken people, and we all need grace. No doubt 
the evil one will delight in the irritation, conflict and guilt that can be caused when we mere humans, who 
are called to serve our Lord, don’t extend grace to each other.
 
Things are not going to go perfectly as you go to serve, and chances are pretty good someone is going 
to mess up or just get on your nerves. When that happens, I urge you to remember the grace you have 
been given. Smile and even laugh at the evil one’s attempt to sabotage your mission and then joyfully 
extend every ounce of grace needed to your fellow Christians.
 
The people you are going to serve often believe they need to earn God’s favor, some believe that 
because of their sin God can’t possibly love and forgive them. You have a wonderful opportunity through 
God’s word and your actions to be a witness to God’s grace.
 

Reflection and Discussion:
When is a time that you have experienced God’s 
grace? 

When is a time that you have extended God’s grace?

What is the first image that comes to mind when 
you hear the word grace?

What amazes you most about grace?

Prayer Requests
† for safe travel into the communities

† for team unity

† for God’s grace and guidance as you serve and learn about a new culture and 
build new relationships in the week ahead



Faith in Action
Written by Shelly Teschke, Director of Mission Opportunities

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:30-31

I was born and raised in the Saskatchewan prairie, so I’m not an experienced skier.  When I was in my 
early twenties, I found myself at a ski retreat in the mountains of British Columbia.  As I struggled to get 
down the mountain alone, I heard my name being called.  I soon realized that it was my good friend.  He 
caught up to me promising to help.  I continued to fall.  He helped me up.  At one point, I was rolling down 
the mountain.  He skied ahead and stopped me!  He stayed with me to ensure I made it to the bottom 
safely.

Without my friend coming alongside and helping me, I would have had a very discouraging day. That day on 
the mountain, my friend and I hardly spoke, but I knew that he cared for me by his actions. 

God has called you to serve this week.  He isn’t asking you to fix problems or change situations.  He is 
asking you to share His love and to walk alongside the people you’ll meet where they are at in life and in 
their faith walk.  May God bless you as you put your faith into action in the days ahead.

Prayer Requests
†  that God would surround you with His love and grace 
as you serve this week

†  that the Holy Spirit would give you the right words to 
say when needed

† Prayers of thanksgiving for the opportunity you have to 
put your faith in action and to show God’s love and grace

Reflection and Discussion:
Can you think of a time when someone has come alongside 
you to lend a helping hand? How did it make you feel?

Besides serving with LAMP, what are some other ways you 
have put your faith into action?



The Plagues and the Passover - Exodus 7:1 – 12:32
Written by Rev. Bill Ney, Volunteer Pastor/Pilot

 
God’s Old Testament people, the Israelites, enslaved by the Egyptians for years, called out to God to free them 
from oppression. In God’s perfect planning, he called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt.   Moses was a 
reluctant candidate for the job and realized he needed God’s power to accomplish a mammoth job against 
seemingly insurmountable odds!   Moses reluctantly approached Pharaoh with the message to let God’s people go.

As the supreme leader of Egypt, Pharaoh laughed and absolutely refused.   So God sent a series of 10 plagues 
upon Egypt to persuade Pharaoh and the Egyptians that God was all powerful.  As terrible as these plagues 
were, Pharaoh’s resolve not to let God’s people go was not shaken.

On the night of the final plague, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the Egyptians as the Angel of Death 
took the life of every firstborn in every house in Egypt,  including Pharaoh’s.  Yet, as God promised, every 
Israelite’s home marked with the lamb’s blood received God’s grace as the Angel of Death passed over their 
homes.

Another magnificent saving event is the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
God freed all humankind from slavery to sin and the resulting eternal death it places on us by sending Jesus, His 
Son, to be full payment for sin and through faith in Him, release us from our bondage to sin, Satan and our sinful 
flesh. 

It’s tempting to preach “law”, to try to get people to change bad habits, wrong directions, and maybe even to 
believe.   But, proclamation of law simply increases the bonds of slavery to sin.   From the youngest to oldest, 
each one has the same spiritual need as you and me -- to be freed from the encumbrances of sin and evil 
surrounding them -- by the Gospel!  They need to hear God loves, forgives, and accepts them just as they are, 
cleanses them from every sin, and empowers them to be His holy children and to live lives that praise Him.

As God’s grace alone saved the Israelites, so it is God’s grace alone that saves and empowers us to be His 
servants today.   There is simply no greater privilege on earth than that awesome gift of grace, forgiveness and 
the opportunity to worship and serve the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Trust that He will be with you and 
empower you to do it!

Prayer Requests:
† Pray that the team members’ faith and trust in 
His saving grace will be strengthened.

† Pray that God’s grace will be revealed through 
each one of the team members.

† Pray for a fearless confidence in confessing 
Him before all with whom the team comes in 
contact with.

Reflection and Discussion:
How are we freed from the bondage of sin?

How did the Israelites react when they saw the Egyptians’ 
chariots pursuing them? How should we act when challenges 
come into our lives?

Are you able to look back at a trial or hardship and see how 
God cared and led you through that time?



Rahab’s Story - Joshua 2:1-24
By Catherine Williams, Executive Assistant

You, like me, have probably heard of the story of Rahab and didn’t give it another thought.  Of all the people 
in the city, why would God pick a woman and especially her?  After all, she was a prostitute. She certainly 
didn’t fit the mold of someone God would direct the spies to lodge with or ask about the state of the land 
and people.
  
However, in spite of the whole country “melting in fear”, Rahab took a huge risk lying to the king’s men and 
hiding these spies.  Her courage and quick thinking helped find a way for their escape.  Because of the 
company she kept, she likely had access to information not privy to many.  Her act of faith and trust in 
God’s promise to the Israelites enabled her to secure protection for her family as well.  

Like many people in the Bible, God uses a less than perfect person.  This story is a great example of God 
looking beyond faults, sins, and into a person’s heart.  Rahab recognized and believed that the God of the 
Israelites was the God of all heaven and earth.

The good news of Christ is that God’s mercy and love come through unconditional grace.  We cannot obtain 
forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God through our own deeds but through His gift of Grace, 
through our faith in Jesus.

Prayer Requests:
† Pray for God’s love to help you/team members to look 
beyond people’s mistakes, their past, and into their 
hearts to show them His love and grace.

† Pray for the courage of Rahab to take risks to serve 
Our Lord and share your faith wherever and whenever 
God opens a door of opportunity.

† Pray for all who “feel unworthy” to receive the love of 
Jesus Christ with open hearts, ask for forgiveness for 
their sins, and receive His amazing gift of Grace.

Reflection and Discussion:
What would you do if you were in Rahab’s place? (I’ll let you in on a secret.  I’m not sure I would have 
done what she did!)

Have you ever dismissed someone as not being qualified or even painted yourself with that same 
brush?

Does Rahab remind you of someone you’ve met that you’ve been quick to judge?  What ways can you 
show this person(s) respect and grace this week?



Jesus and Zacchaeus-Luke 19:1-10
written by Jeanne Johnson, Volunteer Missionary to Big Trout Lake and Wapekeka, Ontario

“Zacchaeus” is probably the second most favorite children’s Bible song, following “Jesus Loves Me.”  I wonder 
if it’s because this song and story are about a “wee little man,” and they are “wee little people.” The story 
of Zacchaeus has so many applications that we can apply to our lives. Here are just a few:

1. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, which made him very wealthy for a couple of reasons. He collected 
more taxes than he should have, and he was a ruler over other tax collectors in the city of Jericho. These 
things made him, in the eyes of the people, a chief sinner. However, no one is too “bad” to be saved or to 
be touched by God’s grace.

2. Zacchaeus climbed the sycamore tree because he couldn’t see over people’s heads. He was curious to 
see this “Jesus” as he walked through the city. Jesus looked up into the tree and, knowing Zacchaeus’ heart, 
invited himself to dinner. God often uses what we think are insignificant things to accomplish His purposes.

3. Because Zacchaeus was rich, it was highly unlikely he would be interested in Jesus. The Bible says not 
many rich people would enter the kingdom of Heaven. Yet Jesus knew Zacchaeus’ name!  More importantly, 
He knew Zacchaeus’ heart. Jesus knows you by name and knows your heart, too! 

4. Once Zacchaeus met with Jesus, he experienced a heart change—something only a life-changing meeting 
with Jesus could do. He vowed to give half of what he owned to the poor and repay those whom he had 
cheated by giving them 400% more than what he had taken. People who have given their lives to Jesus 
experience changed lives by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Requests:
† give thanks that God loves each of 
us, no matter what do 

† help us to love and accept everyone 

† grant us confidence, wisdom, and 
discernment to reach out to others 
and support them

Reflection and Discussion:
What is your favorite children’s Bible song? Why? What are 
some things you might apply (or have applied) to your life 
from your song?

What “insignificant” thing that God used in your life has 
made a big impact in your life or in others?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-29 verse 26. What was your life like 
when God called you? Have you or others seen any changes 
in your life? Do you think you need to have everything 
together for God to call you?



Jesus’ Crucifiction -1 Corinthians 15:3-4
written by Dennis Ouellette, Pastor/Pilot for eastern Manitoba and Ontario 

As your VBS week has progressed, you have been teaching the children about the unfolding story of Jesus and all 
that He has done for them.  It’s the great message of God’s mercy, forgiveness, and GRACE that He grants to all 
people who would place their faith and trust in Jesus.

Today you are talking about the main event of the Jesus story—an event not easy for us to face—an event that must 
take place.  Even Jesus’ own disciples chafed at the mere mention of it.  Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” (Luke 9:22)  They didn’t like it.  

It’s hard for us to fathom that Jesus was born a human with the ultimate purpose of dying in a brutal and cruel 
execution on a Roman cross.   We sometimes don’t want to think about Jesus in that way.  It reminds me of a 
movie scene from“Talladega Nights” when Ricky Bobby prayed “Dear Baby Jesus” for grace at mealtime because he 
liked the Christmas Jesus better than the adult Jesus.  Jesus as a baby lying in a manger seemed more pleasing, 
gentle, and lovable than Jesus as a man painfully, harshly, and hideously nailed to a cross.  

However, that is what we proclaim as the Gospel: Christ crucified!   It is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
grace—God rescuing all children (people) everywhere—through faith in Jesus who died on the cross for our sins and 
rose from the dead giving us the guarantee that we too will rise to a new life in Christ.  That will be the ultimate 
fulfillment of God’s grace given to us through Jesus Christ.

May God’s Word encourage you to proclaim the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and His kingdom in the communities in 
which we serve.  Read Colossians 1:6

Prayer Requests:
† for continued team unity, stamina, and enthusiasm for the 
remainder of the week.

† that each volunteer can fearlessly share the love of Jesus and 
God’s grace within the communities and that the Holy Spirit works 
to increase the faith of all those that they come in contact with.

† that God would entrust each missionary with the strength, 
knowledge, and wisdom needed in every situation they find 
themselves in knowing that God is always with them.

Reflection and Discussion:
What impact has the story of Jesus’ crucifixion had on your life? What impact would you like it to have?

Many of us are familiar with the biblical account of the crucifixion. On one hand, we want to avoid a morbid 
preoccupation with the gore of the cross. But, how do we avoid the opposite problem of becoming desensitized 
to it all? 

Jesus’ death paid a price we could never pay on our own. We can never earn God’s love—it is freely, graciously 
given. Is this sometimes a difficult concept to understand or accept? Do you sometimes feel like you have to 
earn God’s love or get all the “rules” right?



Paul and Silas in Jail -Acts 16:16-40

written by Andrew Anstey, Director of Flight Operations/Missionary Pilot  

Last year, I served at a LAMP event in a northern First Nations community.  The event was going great until 
the last day.

When I woke up, another team member told me I needed to see something.  I stumbled outside and wiped 
the sleep from my eyes only to find all the side windows of my rental vehicle smashed out with a rock.  My 
initial reaction was one of frustration and anger.  Now I had to file a police report, clean up the mess, cover 
up the windows, drive 12 hours back to Edmonton with no side windows, AND deal with all the hassle of 
getting this sorted out with the rental company and the insurance agency.

As my mind was racing about all the things I had to get done right away, I stopped myself.  I asked myself, 
Why was I here?  Was it because it was supposed to be easy?  This was a setback, to be sure, and a 
frustrating one at that, but are we told to expect anything different?  The mission field is filled with 
setbacks, and Paul knew full well about that.

Earlier in this chapter, Paul had been given a vision of a man in Macedonia asking him to come to preach the 
gospel to them.  Paul, being a faithful servant of Christ, sets out immediately and comes to Philippi, where 
he and Silas cast out a demon from a female slave.  The people in the city turn on them.  Although Paul 
and Silas had followed the call of God, they ended up beaten and imprisoned.  They suffered a serious 
setback, and I believe they had every right to be angry and frustrated, but instead, while in prison we find 
them rejoicing in their suffering, singing praises to God! 

The windows in the car may have been broken, but from that I witnessed some amazing things.  People 
from the community brought me supplies, helped me clean up and get the windows covered for the ride 
home.  It was a chance to develop existing friendships and create new ones with the people of the 
community.

Paul and Silas, while in jail, see the miraculous occur as the door to their cell swings open, and they have 
the opportunity to witness to the jailer.  It’s almost certain that you’ll experience some sort of setback 
during your week.  However, remember that God can still use these events for His glory. 

Prayer Requests:
† give thanks that He is with 
us, no matter what the 
circumstances may be.

†  for help to share our faith 
with those we meet, so they 
too may know the grace, 
forgiveness and eternal life 
they have through Jesus.

†  that we too can find joy in 
the midst of suffering through 
Jesus.

Reflection and Discussion:
Have you faced any setbacks 
on your trip? What action(s) did 
you take? Were you able to 
work through them?

What was the result of Paul 
and Silas’ being imprisoned? 
What can we learn from this?



Making God Smile 

written by Gord Gilbeu, MIssionary for eastern Saskatchewan and western Manitoba 

The week is over!  There is no doubt that you are experiencing a broad range of emotions.  You are 
probably drained, possibly frustrated and hopefully at peace.  Perhaps things didn’t go perfectly, maybe you 
didn’t complete the curriculum or the children weren’t as good as gold.  Even if your week went smoothly, 
you may be wondering, “Was it all worthwhile?”

Be encouraged!  In all this rush of thoughts, remember that you only had one task – to make God smile.  
There were times during the week when your team pleased the Lord.  Noah found favour in God’s eyes, 
and perhaps we can draw parallels from Noah’s story to this past week.  

God smiled on Noah:

- When he was obedient. Noah faithfully undertook an enormous task.  Likewise, your team sacrificed 
a portion of your summer to serve Him in the North.  

- When he trusted Him completely.  In trust, Noah built an enormous boat on dry land.  Similarly, you 
traveled a great distance trusting in the Lord to accomplish His purposes.

- When he loved God above all else.  We can demonstrate our love for the Lord by sharing His love with 
others – especially the children, for as such is the Kingdom of Heaven.

- When he praised and thanked Him continually.  At the conclusion of Noah’s task, he offered the Lord 
praise and worship.  As Christians we are called to be thankful in all circumstances – good and bad, 
happy and sad.

You’d be surprised at what actually made God smile this week: when you obediently arrived in the 
community, when you laughed or cried with that child, or in that moment of quiet reflection.  

Prayer Requests:
†  that God would continue to draw all of us closer to Him as 
we travel home and resume our normal everyday lives and 
that God would refresh each missionary, keep their hearts 
focused on missions, and seek His will for their next steps

† give thanks for the opportunity to serve and for the 
opportunity that you had to honour God and make Him smile

†  that those in the community would continue to seek God 
and see Him as a source of comfort, peace, and protection.

Reflection and Discussion:
When did you feel that the Lord smiled on you this week? 

Are there ways that you could have pleased Him even more?

How will you continue the work that you did this week? 



Mountains and Valleys, Matthew 17:1-9
written by Nathan Schmidt, MIssionary for British Columbia 

James, John and Peter just had experienced something no other person on earth had ever experienced, 
seeing Jesus transfigured into light right before them as Moses and Elijah appeared to talk with Jesus.  I 
can only imagine that Peter was beyond amazement and joy since he wanted to build shelters to stay on 
the mountain they had just climbed.  Three of the most influential people in the history of the Bible in one 
place -- who wouldn’t want to stay there?  But, as quickly as it happened, Moses and Elijah left and Jesus 
returned to normal and told the disciples to say nothing until the right time. The three with Jesus 
descended the mountain.  Like any good experience, they must have talked on the way back, and there 
must have been time of silence to reflect. 

Following Jesus on his mission is a lot like mountaintop experiences followed by those times when we go 
into the valley. Coming home from a mission trip can be like coming down from a mountain.  You’ve 
experienced some amazing things, and the joy that comes from serving with others in a mission field is hard 
to find.

In the Bible, Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would come and provide them comfort.  We 
also know that the Holy Spirit helps give us faith to believe in Jesus. This same Holy Spirit also helps grow 
the seeds of faith that have been planted in the hearts of those we serve. 

God’s work with us is never done.  While the communities in the North are in need of hearing the gospel, so 
too are people in our everyday life.  Know God is at work wherever we go, and know that once we are in 
the valley there’s another mountain on the other side. 
  

Prayer Requests:
†  that God would continue to keep all of the teams 
travelling in His safe and loving care

† that the relationships built within the community we 
served, and those we served with, would continue to 
grow through phone calls, social media and off-season 
visits, to name a few

† that God would protect our friends in northern 
Canada and that they would be assured of their 
salvation through Jesus Christ

Reflection and Discussion:
The transition back into your “normal” life can be tough. What are some things you can do to help with the 
transition?

How will you leave your time in the mission field in the North? What do you do once you’re home?
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